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Local Agency WIC Nutritionist Meeting Minutes 
May 22, 2012 2-4pm 

 
35 participants attending: 

Name County/ 
Agency 

Name County/ 
Agency 

Karlee Miller Baker Lori Treichel North Central (Wasco 
Sherman) 

Deborah Pyke Benton Elizabeth Still Salud  
Julie Aalbers Clackamas Cheryl Alto State  
Laura Spaulding Deschutes Karen Bettin State 
Sherri Tobin Deschutes Beth Lanham State 
Theresa Reiter Deschutes Vernita Reyna State 
Elizabeth Binkley Douglas Bonnie Ranno State 
Judy Harvey Jackson Sara Sloan State 
Cheryl Kirk Josephine Nancy Ludwig Tillamook 
Amanda Claxton Lincoln Angie Treadwell Umatilla Morrow Head 

Start 
Lindsay Grosvenor Malheur, Harney Diane Benfield Umatilla Morrow Head 

Start 
Diane Quiring Marion Stephanie Kohler Washington 
Mary Kay Diloreto Multnomah Tiare Sanna Washington 
Heidi Suess Multnomah Lisa Beck Washington 
Ricki Donato Multnomah Jan Apland Curtis Washington 
Joy McNeal Multnomah Annie Southworth Washington 
Elizabeth Berol-Rinder Multnomah Marjorie Dreiseszun Washington 
David Brown Multnomah   

 
Meeting Agenda: 

• Welcome, Introductions 
• Local updates 
• State updates 
• Continuing education presentation 
• Wrap-up 
 

Materials sent prior to the call: 
Power point handouts for today’s presentation 
 
Local updates: 
New WIC dietitians: 

• Kim Jacobs, Grant County 
• Karlee Miller, Baker County 
• Kjersti Johnson (mis-spell?), North Central (Wasco-Sherman) 
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Changes in staffing: 
• Nora Miller Blackwell- moving out of WIC but still at Salud as clinical 

dietitian. 
• Emily Covey, dietitian transferring from the East coast will be the WIC 

Supervisor/RD of McMinnville Salud clinic 
• Elizabeth Still will be the Newberg Salud clinic and will be the 

breastfeeding coordinator as well 
 
County specific: 

• Multnomah: 
o Collaborating with Clackamas County to staff farmer’s markets 

this summer. 
o Collaborating with Native American Youth and Family Center 

(NAYA) to establish a WIC clinic in the NAYA center in NE 
Portland. 

• Marion:  
o Diane Quiring, WIC Coordinator for Marion County, is looking to 

fill a temporary RD position while Dale is on medical leave 
 

State updates: 
• Electronic benefits transfer (EBT): JP Morgan has been chosen as the 

contractor to assist Oregon WIC in transitioning away from vouchers to 
having benefits on a debit card. The project will be called eWIC. There 
will be a general session on EBT at the statewide meeting. 

• Statewide meeting will be held August 28th and 29th at the Jantzen 
Beach Red Lion. The theme of the conference will be WIC 
Values…Leadership, Wellness, Connections, Innovations. Travel 
logistics reminders:  

Mileage 
• Agencies with staff traveling from outside the immediate training site area will be 

reimbursed for mileage at the current state mileage rate.  Mileage will be paid for 1 
vehicle for every 4 WIC staff attending the training.  

Lodging 
• Staff living over 70 miles from the conference site will be eligible for lodging 

reimbursement at the state per diem rate. 
• Multiple staff from the same agency attending the same training will receive 

reimbursement for double occupancy rooms (two staff to a room). 
• The number of nights lodging reimbursed will be determined by the training agenda 

– start and end times. For the 2012 meeting, the conference start date would be 
Tuesday August 28th and ending Wednesday, August 29th. 
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Per Diem 
• Staff will be reimbursed for meals at the standard state rate and following the state 

rules for travel start and end times. 
• Staff will not be reimbursed for meals that are provided as part of the conference. 

• For the most current reimbursement rate information visit on the WIC 
Coordinator’s page of the Oregon WIC website:  

http://public.health.oregon.gov/HealthyPeopleFamilies/wic/Pages/wic-coordinator.aspx 
 
• Bid formula contract update: It was reported at this meeting that 

notification of the bid formula award would be announced May 29th. This 
timeline has been changed to June 15th. The implementation date 
remains unchanged- October 1, 2012. Vouchers printed on July 2nd may 
include a mix of old and new formula. The state office will prepare 
training materials for local agency staff, participants, vendors and 
community partners. Dietitians can prepare for this transition by 
scheduling staff training time in July, August or September; schedule 
additional RD time to handle any problems, issues that might arise due 
to formula intolerance. 

• Head Start collaboration: Multnomah County’s Gateway clinic is 
partnering with Head Start to sponsor a WIC-Head Start enrollment day 
on Saturday, July 21st. Outreach will be targeted to families who are on 
the wait list for the head start program in their area and are also eligible 
for WIC. 

• Providence medical formula orders: efficiency has greatly improved 
along with the total number of orders. The data from December 2011 
demonstrated 151 orders with 11 errors (7% error rate) In comparison, 
last September 119 orders were processed with 59 errors (49.5% error 
rate). Ordering medical formulas through Providence saved Oregon WIC 
$125,000 this past year-which includes shipping costs. Thank you for 
the hard work to make this order option possible for our families. 

• A survey monkey was sent to WIC dietitians/nutritionists and 
coordinators to assess strengths and gaps in training methods and 
resources for dietitians/nutritionists new to WIC. The survey will remain 
open until early June. The hope is to obtain a cross section of 
respondents that represent various locations, length of service and FTE. 
Informational interviews will take place in June/July and findings will be 
reported at the statewide meeting along with discussion at the 
November LAWN meeting. 

• A summary of LARD/LAWN meeting topics: 
o 2009: Fresh choices/med doc changes, CaCoon program, Sensory & 

feeding difficulties 
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o 2010: Growth charts & TWIST, Authoring a textbook, Dietary risk 
updates, CaCoon webinar: Formulas/ Medicaid, Implemented U of 
Minn courses 

o 2011: PCE & high risk counseling, Biological nurturing,Vitamin D, 
NWA (preconception health), WHO Growth charts implementation & 
conversion questions 

o 2012: First Tooth project, Hyperglycemia in pregnancy 
o Upcoming: Premie guidelines update, catch up growth vs. 

accelerated growth, food allergies/risk updates, nutrition care process 
in the WIC setting, prebiotics/probiotics, interconception health of 
women, drug-nutrient interactions 

o If you know if any speakers you would like to recommend for the 
topics listed above, or any others, please contact Cheryl 

 
 

Guest speaker: Tina Kelly MS, RD, LD, CDE 
Topic: Hyperglycemia in Pregnancy 

 
PowerPoint slides and handouts will be posted on the LAWN section of the Oregon WIC 
Website 
 http://public.health.oregon.gov/HealthyPeopleFamilies/wic/Pages/lard.aspx 
 
 
Next opportunity to network:  
Oregon WIC statewide meeting Tuesday morning, August 28th 

 
 
Minutes respectively submitted by Cheryl Alto 


