
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 12, 2011 
 
 
To:       Local Health Departments  
            Affiliated Public Health Sites 
 
From:    Chris Biggs, MS, Manager, Virology/Immunology Section 
              Oregon State Public Health Laboratory 
 
Subject:   CHLAMYDIA /GONORRHEA TESTING ON RECTAL AND PHARYNGEAL  
                SPECIMENS 
 
OSPHL is pleased to announce that on Monday October 17, 2011 we will begin offering CT/GC 
testing on rectal & pharyngeal specimens.  
 
Important information regarding rectal and pharyngeal specimens: 
 

• Specimens should be collected using the small swab from the Gen-Probe Unisex 
collection device used for endocervical and urethral swabs (white envelope with green 
lettering). 

 
• Order the test using the green and white Virology Request form (Form 42) and 

indicate the specimen type as rectal or pharyngeal in the lower right hand corner on 
the “other” line. 

 
• Transportation requirements for specimens will be the same as for other CT/GC 

specimen types. All specimens can be stored and transported at room temperature or 
refrigerated.  Specimens are stable for 30 days.  Please transport as soon as possible 
after collection via our courier service. 

 
• You will see a new comment on your laboratory test reports for these new specimen 

types. The comment will read “OSPHL has validated the modification of the current FDA 
approved procedure for CT/GC testing to include rectal and pharyngeal swabs.”  Each 
specimen will be tested for both organisms and a result will be reported for each.  

  
• The charge for the CT/GC dual test on these specimens will be $21.00, billed to the 

submitting facility. Currently, we are not able to bill OHP or other insurance providers for 
this testing.  We are working toward expanding our billing capabilities with our new 
Laboratory Information System (LIS).  

 
If you have questions, please contact Chris Biggs (christianne.biggs@state.or.us) or Terry 
Crandall (terry.crandall@state.or.us) at 503-693-4100. 


