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Safe drinking water

Access to safe drinking water is essential to human health. Every human being
requires at least 20 - 50 liters per day of clean, safe water for drinking, cooking and
personal hygiene. Oregon Drinking Water Services works to help keep drinking
water safe for Oregonians by administering and enforcing drinking water quality
standards for public water systems in the state of Oregon.

Government Performance and Results Act data contains reported health-based (HB)
violations of drinking water standards from 1994 to present. HB violations include
contaminant levels above allowable maximums in the water served and failures to
completely treat the water supply as required. Figure 1 below shows the percent of
Oregon population served by community water systems (CWS) that meet all of the
HB standards set forth in the Safe Drinking Water Act throughout each year.

FIGURE 1

Population served by community water
systems meeting all health-based standards
by year, Oregon and U.S.
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Figure 1 shows that larger water systems that serve the majority of the state
population generally meet safe drinking water standards, and this compares
favorably to water systems across the U.S. Drops in 2010, 2013 and 2014 were
attributed, in part, to coliform bacteria occurances in Oregon’s largest community
water system serving the City of Portland and surrounding areas.

Figure 2 shows the percent of Oregon community water systems (CWS) that meet all
of the HB standards set forth in the Safe Drinking Water Act throughout each year.

FIGURE 2

Community water systems meeting all
health-based standards by year,
Oregon and U.S.
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Source: Oregon State & Federal Safe Drinking Water Information Systems

This figure, viewed in combination with Figure 1, shows that the community water
systems in Oregon that fail to meet safe drinking water standards generally serve
small populations. Over time, efforts to improve safety of smaller community water
systems in Oregon have brought their performance closer to that of systems across
the U.S.
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Additional Resources: Oregon Drinking Water Program

About the Data: Oregon violation and population data is reported from the State Safe
Drinking Water Information System to the Federal Safe Drinking Water Information System
to meet the requirements of the Government Performance & Results Act and others set
forth by the US Environmental Protection Agency. U.S. data comes from the Federal Safe
Drinking Water Information System.

For More Information Contact: info.drinkingwater@state.or.us
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Oregon State Health Profile

OHA 9153-D (Rev) 09/13: This document can be provided upon request in an alternate format for individuals with
disabilities or in a language other than English for people with limited English skills. To request this publication in
another format or language, contact the Publications and Design Section at 503-378-3486, 711 for TTY, or email dhs-
oha.publicationrequest@state.or.us.

Page 3 of 3 Oregon State Population Health Indicators


http://www.healthoregon.org/dwp
mailto:info.drinkingwater@state.or.us
http://public.health.oregon.gov/providerpartnerresources/publichealthaccreditation/pages/healthstatusindicators.aspx
mailto:dhs-oha.publicationrequest@state.or.us
mailto:dhs-oha.publicationrequest@state.or.us

