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 If you are having trouble accessing the webinar, call 
the phone number provided in your email invitation 
and follow along with the powerpoint presentationand follow along with the powerpoint presentation 
you were emailed. 
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 Raise your hand
Th M S d dThe My Status drop-down 
allows a number of feedback options.
◦ Raise Hand-select again to lower.

 Hidden tool bar at top of screen - minimize 
the presentation windowthe presentation window

 Window tabs
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 Chat
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 Jennifer A. Woodward
State Registrar

 Karen Hampton
OVERS Manager
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Overview of the Center for 
Health Statistics 
(20 i t )(20 minutes)

County duties & responsibilities 
(20 )(20 minutes)

State law  & HB 2093 
(10 i t )(10 minutes)

Questions? 
(10 minutes)(10 minutes)
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Center for Health 
Statistics responsibilities
under lawunder law
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432.010 Center for Health Statistics; standards. (1) There is 
established in the Oregon Health Authority the Center for 
Health Statistics, which shall maintain, operate and advance p
the system of vital statistics throughout this state in 
cooperation with appropriate units of county government. 
The Center for Health Statistics shall be responsible for the 

d i i t ti f th t f it l t ti ti d fproper administration of the system of vital statistics and for 
the preservation and security of its official records.
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Collect

RegisterAnalyze

AnalyzeVital 
recordsrecords 

AmendSell

Store
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Collect  Adhere to national 
standards for:

R do Record content 
o Reporting timelines
o Security of reportingo Security of reporting 

system

 Record information 
provided by hospitals & 
funeral homesfuneral homes
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Register
 Adhere to national standards 

for registration:
Quality of informationo Quality of information

o Timeliness of registration

A d  Change/Amend registered 
records

Amend
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Store
 Maintain records in Maintain records in 

perpetuity

 Adhere to state & 
national standards 
for storage security
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Overview of the Center for Health Statistics

M i d

6 million vital records in Oregon6 million vital records in Oregon

Divorce records
1925

Marriage records
1906

1903 1915 1927 1939 1951 1963 1975 1987 1999

R i d
2008Fetal death records
Registered 
domestic 
partnership 
records

1919
Birth and death records
1903
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A i f k i
Sell

 A portion of our work is 
supported by sale of 
vital records

 Sale of records is 
restricted to eligible 

f ilpersons – family 
members

Adh i l Adhere to national 
standards for:

o Confidentialityy
o Fraud prevention
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A l d t
Analyze

 Analyze data 

 Prepare & publish reports Prepare & publish reports

 Primary source of info. to 
assess health of Oregon’s 
and the Nation’s population

 Adhere to national standards 
for confidentialityfor confidentiality
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 Vital Records are restricted 
in Oregon

 Data are confidential
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 Phones will be unmuted briefly.
 Let us know if you are having technical 

difficulties.
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 Position qualifications Position qualifications 

 Steps to become a county 
i tregistrar

 Primary responsibilities Primary responsibilities
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 County govt. employee or employee 
f h d i d L l P bli H l h A h iof the designated Local Public Health Authority.

 Working knowledge of vital records system. Working knowledge of vital records system.

 Oversees & manages vital records section.

 Legally responsible for implementing & 
f i ll l li i &enforcing all laws, policies, & 

procedures related to vital records & 
statistics. (ORS and OAR).( )
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1. Appointed by county govt. official or1. Appointed by county govt. official or 
administrator of LPHA. 

2. Appointee completes  & signs 
registrar commission form & OVERSregistrar commission form & OVERS 
enrollment form.

3. Appointing official sends request 
l tt & b th f t th St tletter & both forms to the State 
Registrar.

Letter is:
 On letterhead
 Includes name of appointee
 Includes date of appointment
 Includes contact information of 

i tappointee
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4. Certificate and copy of approved 
form sent to new County Registrar.

f5. Start date of commission indicated 
on letter.  

C i i d ll6. Commission renewed annually at 
beginning of calendar year.
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 No gaps between appointments.
o Records issued during a gap period 

are legally invalid.are legally invalid. 

 No overlaps in appointment

 You can’t appoint yourself as a 
County Registrar


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 Can be appointed by County Registrar

 Can have gaps between appointments

 Counties can have more than one 
deputy registrar
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Let us know
◦New hiresNew hires
◦Departing staff
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 Outlined in ORS 432.035 (2)

 Administrative Rules OAR 
333-011-0305
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 Comply with all instructions 
of the state registrar;

 Check upon the compliance of 
others with the provisions of this chapter and 
with rules adopted under this chapter;

 Make an immediate report to the state registrar Make an immediate report to the state registrar 
of any violation of this chapter or of a rule 
adopted under this chapter.
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Collect

RegisterAnalyze

AnalyzeVital 

RegisterAnalyze

y
records records 

AmendSell

Store
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Collect  Collection of vital records 
information for legal record 
and statistics determined atand statistics determined at 
state and national level.

 Forms submitted to county 
are forwarded to State.
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 Register non-electronic 
reports of death (hybrid or 
fully paper)

Register
y p p )

 Do not register fully paper 
birth certificates. Forward tobirth certificates.  Forward to 
Center for Health Statistics.

 Provide advice and instructions Provide advice and instructions 
to funeral homes and MEs as 
needed to complete death 
reports.p
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 Make legal changes to 
original fully paper andAmend original fully paper and 
hybrid death report. 

Amend
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Store
 24 notice of body cards 

(temporarily)

d Disposition and transit permits

 Store original death reports 
(no more than 3 business days)(no more than 3 business days)

 Order forms 
(2-3 years)( y )

 Should not retain any original 
death or birth reports
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I ifi d i f
Sell

 Issue certified copies of 
birth & death records up to 
six months following the 
event.event.

 Follow same regulations as 
State for release of certified 

icopies. 

 Track all orders in OVERS.

 Track inventory of intaglio 
paper in OVERS.

 Charge same fees. 
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Some co nt ’s pro ide
Analyze

 Some county’s provide 
basic information on 
number of births, death, , ,
fetal deaths to local public 
health officials.

 CHS has a lot of good 
information by county oninformation by county on 
the web site including 
preliminary data tables.
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Statistics on our 
website
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 Maintain physical security 
of the intaglio paper.

S l d h Securely store paper death 
records.

 Do not share access to OVERS Do not share access to OVERS. 

 Protect confidentiality of death 
reports.p

 Protect confidentiality of VR 
orders.
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Standard death certificate 
on security paper

Faxed or copied certificates 
“void copy” watermarkon security paper void copy  watermark
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 Phones will be unmuted briefly.
 Let us know if you are having technical 

difficulties.
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 Strengthens authority of State 
RegistrarRegistrar

 No public abstract but notice of 
receipt of body still requiredreceipt of body still required

 Requires order application for every 
issuance even from funeral home onissuance, even from funeral home on 
record

 Short form certified copies Short form certified copies
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No cause of 
death
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 Veterans’ use only certified Veterans  use only certified 
copies sent to Veterans’ 
Services Offices directly

 New state recognition of 
i b t fmarriages between persons of 

same sex occurring in other 
statesstates

42



 Why change?

 How was it changed?

 What does the county vital 
records office need to do?records office need to do?
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 Spouses on 
death recordsdeath records

 Parents on birth 
records
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 Newsletters
 Emailed notices and alerts
 Quarterly reports on timeliness
 Sight verification tool
 Information on the web

C ll li t b bj t Call list by subject area
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 Our plans for 2014
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