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News from the Center for Health Statistics Concerning the  
Oregon Marriage Certificate 

Clarifying our role; when do you call us?  
Our partnership with County Clerks is important to ensure that 
marriage records get filed at the state and become part of the 
vital records system. A strong partnership has clearly defined 
roles. The implementation of House Bill 2093 did just that.  
With this article, we hope to provide you with a clearer 
understanding of our role.   
Questions for staff here at the Center for Health Statistics 
(CHS) should be limited to Oregon Revised Statute (ORS), 
Chapter 432, on “Vital Statistics.” Chapter 106, “Marriage; 
Domestic Partnership” is not a vital statistics statute and as 
such, CHS does not have the authority to provide guidance.  
A recent example of questions presented to CHS for guidance 
and interpretation was about the word “presence” as it is used 
(in the presence of the officiant 
and witnesses)  in Chapter 106. 
CHS was asked what does it 
mean?  Does the word 
“presence” include the use of 
Skype where the parties are in different locations? This is a 
great question, but we could not answer it because it would be 
our interpretation of statute that does not pertain to vital 
statistics. In this example, the county clerk ultimately made the 
determination that the use of Skype did not mean “in the 
presence.”   
You are the experts on ORS 106; we are the experts on ORS 
432. 

Wedding Cake, by Eugene Kim, flickr gallery, https://flic.kr/p/fxkvzV 

Y ou are the experts 
on ORS 106; we are 

the experts on ORS 432. 
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If you have questions about acceptable 
information, the form or related to Chapter 
432, please contact JoAnn Jackson, state 
registration manager, by telephone at 971-
673-1160 or by email at 

joann.jackson@state.or.us. You may also 
contact Judy Shioshi, vital records field 
liaison, by telephone at 971-673-1166 or by 
email at judy.Shioshi@state.or.us.us.  

Clarifying our role; when do you call us? (Continued from page 1) 

Legal name taken after marriage 
It is up to you as the County Clerk to 
determine if a name (or names) taken after 
marriage or Oregon Domestic Partnerships 
(ORDP) falls within 
the law (ORS 
106.220).  Oregon 
Vital Records office 
may request that 
your legal counsel 
support any name 
changes that appear 
to be clearly outside of the Center for Health 

Statistics’ reading of this law.   
For additional details or a refresher, please 
review the October 2013 Marriage 
newsletter.   
JoAnn Jackson, State of Oregon registration 
manager would like to hear from you if you 
have questions.  Please contact her by phone 
at:  971.673.1160 or by e-mail at   
joann.jackson@state.or.us.  

Reminder: twice is nice - the law 
House Bill 2093, the Vital records 
modernization bill was passed by the Oregon 
Legislature and signed by Governor 
Kitzhaber in 2013, and became effective 
January 1, 2014.  The law requires 
completed marriage or Declarations of 
Domestic Partnerships be sent into our office 
within fifteen days of receipt, so twice a 
month.   
If you would like to review the language of 
the law, please see our Matters of Record, 
News from the Center for Health Statistics 
Concerning the Oregon Marriage Certificate, 

October 2013, “HB 2093 Vital records 
modernization bill” starting on page two.   
To those of you sending records in to us in a 
timely manner:  keep up the good work!   If 
you have any questions, please contact 
Cynthia Roeser at 
cynthia.r.roeser@state.or.us or at:  
971.673.0478. 
Just remember:  
twice (a month) is 
not only nice, it’s 
the law.    
 

Same-sex marriage update 
Since the May ruling on same-sex 
marriages, various counties and others have 
asked for updates on these counts.  All data 
reported here are based on marriage 
certificates received by CHS as of Aug. 19th 

and are subject to change. Not all counties 
are included in this table. Only counties with 
same-sex marriage licenses issued are 
shown.     
 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Same-sex marriage update (Continued from page 2) 

Here are the numbers to date: 

County of 
issuance Total May Jun Jul Aug

Total 790 286 309 194 1
Benton 23 14 4 5 –

Clackamas 31 8 9 14 –

Clatsop 10 3 5 2 –

Columbia 4 2 1 1 –

Coos 4 – 4 – –

Crook 1 – 1 – –

Curry 1 – 1 – –

Deschutes 27 6 12 9 –

Douglas 9 5 3 1 –

Hood River 2 2 – – –

Jackson 28 10 12 6 –

Jefferson 1 – 1 – –

Josephine 9 1 6 2 –

Klamath 3 1 1 1 –

Lane 83 44 30 9 –

Lincoln 14 3 2 8 1
Linn 12 – 5 7 –

Malheur 17 4 10 3 –

Marion 43 16 21 6 –

Multnomah 390 144 143 103 –

Polk 10 3 4 3 –

Tillamook 5 1 4 – –

Umatilla 1 1 – – –

Union 3 1 2 – –

Wasco 1 – 1 – –

Washington 51 15 24 12 –

Yamhill 7 2 3 2 –

~Processing date is the most recent date for which the 
majority of records have been received  by CHS.
 Data can be used for tracking recent health events, but are 
not appropriate for use in statistical analyses.

Oregon same-sex marriages by month and 
county of issuance,  2014 year-to-date+

(Processing date = August 19, 2014~)

–Quantity is zero.
+Preliminary data are undergoing editing procedures, which 
result in frequent and significant changes.
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Same-sex marriage update (Continued from page 3) 

On the first day, May 19th, after the ruling 
was effective at noon, 90 marriages were 
performed and 194 were performed in the 
first week.  Of those performed in the first 
week, 72% were female/female and 28% 
were male/male. 
We are working on providing regular 

updates of this information and will post 
them on our webpage at:  http://
public.health.oregon.gov/
BirthDeathCertificates/VitalStatistics/
marriage/Pages/index.aspx  

Kudos on the successful roll out of new marriage form 
We would like to take this opportunity to 
give Kudos to all the County Marriage 
Clerks and Helion Software for making the 
roll out of the same sex marriage forms a 
success.   
Everything happened 
between March 21, 2014 
and May 19, 2014, a 
period of less than two 
months. 
Here are some highlights:   
March 21:  Oregon’s 
Attorney General 
announced that the state would not defend 
the state’s ban on same-sex marriage in the 
hearing scheduled for April 23. 
March 24:  Oregon Vital Records started 
revising the Application, License, and 
Record of Marriage. 
March 31:  The final form was completed 
and sent to Helion to prepare the electronic 
form. 
March 31 – April 21:  Regular and numerous 
communications between county clerks and 
state registrar occurred. 
April 18:  Paper forms arrived at Oregon 
Vital Records. Packets were prepared to be 
mailed to county clerks. 
April 21: Judge McShane announced he 

would not make a decision on April 23, 
because of a last minute request to intervene. 
A new hearing date was set for May 14. 
April 21 – May 19: More communication 
between county clerks and state registrar. 
May 19:  At noon Judge Michael McShane 
ruled that “Because Oregon’s marriage laws 
discriminate on the basis of sexual 
orientation without a rational relationship to 
any legitimate government interest, the laws 
violate the Equal Protection Clause of the 
Fourteenth Amendment to the United States 
Constitution."  (In the United States District 
Court for the District of Oregon.  Case No. 
6:13-cv-01834-MC (lead case). 
May 19:  At 12:14 p.m.  Vital Records was 
informed that effective immediately, same-
sex marriages were legal in Oregon. 
May 19:  At 12:19 p.m.  All County 
Marriage Clerks were notified. Helion 
Software was notified. 
May 19:  First licenses issued at around 
12:30 p.m. and married by 1:00 p.m. in 
Multnomah County (Portland). 
Congratulations to everyone for your part in 
accomplishing this major feat.  Thank you 
all for your collaboration and partnership.  
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Wanted—Newsletter topics 
Have a question or idea for a future newsletter article? Contact Judy Shioshi at 971-673-1166 
or judy.shioshi@state.or.us. Judy collects ideas for articles and then shares them with the writ-
ing team. 
Thank you to the contributors of this newsletter: 
Karen Hampton, Carolyn Hogg, Karen Rangan, JoAnn Jackson, Krista Markwardt, Lynda 
Jackson, Judy Shioshi, Jennifer Woodward. 

Have a question? Try asking one of the helpful CHS staff listed below. 

Frequent Contacts CHS Managers 
Field Liaison  
Judy Shioshi  
971-673-1166  
Paternities 
Debbie Gott 
971-673-1155 
Birth Corrections 
<1 year, Amanda Vega 
971-673-1169 
1+ year, Johanna Collins 
971-673-1137 
Death Corrections 
Patty Thompson 
971-673-1163 
 

Filiations 
Tony Bojanowski 
971-673-1143 
Adoptions 
Debbie Draghia 
971-673-1152 
Delayed Filings 
Becki Buskirk 
971-673-1147 

OVERS Helpdesk 
971-673-0279    

State Registrar 
Jennifer Woodward 
971-673-1185 
 

Amendments/Certification  
Manager 
Carol Sanders 
971-673-1178 

Statistics Manager 
Joyce Grant-Worley 
971-673-1156 

Registration Manager 
JoAnn Jackson 
971-673-1160 

 

OVERS Manager 
Karen Hampton 
971-673-1191 

Data Processing   
Supervisor 
Cynthia Roeser 
971-673-0478 

Certification Supervisor 
Karen Rangan 
971-673-1182 

The Center for Health Statistics’ office is located at:  

800 N.E. Oregon St.,  
Suite 225  
Portland, OR  97232-2162 
 

Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 14050  
Portland, OR  97293-0050 
 

General info: 971-673-1180 
Order vital records: 1-888-896-4988 
 

 

Website: http://public.health.oregon.gov/
BirthDeathCertificates 

OVERS website: http://healthoregon.org/
overs 
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