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Meeting  

MINUTES JUNE 7, 2010 10:00 AM – 2:30 PM 
KEIZER FIRE DISTRICT 

661 CHEMAWA ROAD NE 
KEIZER, OR 97303-4436 

 
MEETING CALLED BY Jim Klahr, ACMM Chair 

TYPE OF MEETING 
The Oregon Medical Marijuana Program (OMMP) Advisory Committee on Medical Marijuana (ACMM) 
provides an opportunity for public to discuss administrative issues with the OMMP management. 

NOTE TAKER Roni Scott, OMMP  

TIMEKEEPER Jim Klahr, ACMM Chair 
MEETING CALLED TO 

ORDER 
10:00 AM 

ATTENDEES 

ACMM: Alice Ivany, Arthur Witkowski, Brian Michaels, Christine McGarvin, Dr. Alan Cohn, Jim Klahr, 
Sandee Burbank, Todd Dalotto, and Dr. Gerry Lehrburger.  Excused: Laird Funk and Stormy Ray. 
OMMP Staff: Tawana Nichols, Annette Johnston, Aaron Cossel, Roni Scott, Chris Grorud, and Grant 
Higginson. 

PRESENT AS LISTED 
ON THE SIGN-IN 
SHEET 

David DeMarre, Sarah Bennett, Dee Wirak, Anthony Johnson, Sarah Duff, Caron Salisbury, Cynthia 
Willis, Jack Thomas, Terry Evans, and Peter Kraymer. 

 

Agenda topics 

 REVIEW OF MARCH 29, 2010 MEETING MINUTES ACMM CHAIR 

ACTION ITEMS 
PERSON 
RESPONSIBLE 

OUTCOME 

Correction to motion to accept minutes.  Change the person responsible 
to Ms. McGarvin.  Correction under Oregon Board of Pharmacy.  
Change the spelling to Prozanski.  Correction to Review Revised OAR.  
Change the sentences to say When half of the panel had zero 
knowledge about cannabis therapeutics, we’re being contrary to statute 
and Without requiring everyone on the panel to have knowledge about 
cannabis therapeutics, we’re not following statute.  Correction to 
Conclusions.  Add subcommittee after ACMM.  Correction under 
Subcommittee and Other Reports.  Change language to notice, do and 
people.  Correction under Legislative Committee.  Change language to 
Harmon’s and legislators.  Correction under Outreach Committee.  Add 
Christine and change language to the program, send and knowing.  
Change spelling to Willis and Curths.  Change to 80%.  Change 
language to means and some.  Change sentence to say They kept 
sending it back because he is not able to do anything. 

Ms. McGarvin 
Ms. Burbank 
Mr. Dalotto 

 

Motion by Mr. Klahr to keep meeting minutes very simple.  Second by 
Dr. Cohn. 

Mr. Klahr 
Motion passed 
unanimously. 

Motion by Mr. Klahr to accept meeting minutes with corrections.  
Second by Ms. McGarvin. 

Mr. Klahr 
Motion passed 
unanimously. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS DHS ADMINISTRATION  

DISCUSSION  

ACMM New Member – The Director appointed Dr. Gerry Lehrburger to fill the final vacant position on the 
ACMM.  After evaluation, we chose the individual whose overall qualifications best matched the requirements.  
His well versed knowledge, experience, and extensive background in the health care industry will be an asset to 
the Committee’s work.    
Staff – The program currently has twenty permanent employees and two temporary employees, which gives us 
a total of twenty two.  We are in the process of hiring three temporary employees to assist with the workload as 
well as two permanent employees.  Our long term goal is to no longer have temporary employees, only for 
special projects. 
Statistics – The OMMP currently has 39,501 patients, an increase of 3,394 since March.  We are averaging 
approximately 4200 new patients per quarter.  The number of patients with a caregiver is 20,339 which is an 
increase of 1,778 since March.  Current physicians who have recommended patients for the OMMP is 3,409 
which is an increase of 112 since March. 
Budget Review – Mr. Grorud provided an overview of the financial statement.  Column C is the biennial 
projection for July 2009 to June 2011.  Revenue and office supply projection was increased.  He is projecting a 
cash balance of $404,058.  Column B is the latest actual data and actually covers time from July 2009 to May 
2010.  There was a large revenue inflow in April with a record cash balance of $232,000.  May isn’t complete 
and has an approximate cash balance of $229,000.  He is projecting that the ideal cash balance to cover normal 
expenses would be approximately $418,000.  Mr. Grorud stated once we reach that and are able to sustain it, 
we could look at a potential fee decrease.  That could happen within twelve months.  There is no reason to rule 
out that legislation will transfer cash balance to the general fund.  We have seen that happen twice in the 
history of the Medical Marijuana Program.  Approximately 60 to 65% of applicants pay the full fee and the 
remainder the $20 fee.  The possibility of OMMP conducting research was discussed.  Dr. Higginson stated due 
to confidentiality-that would require a change to statute to allow researchers access to the data.  Dr. Higginson 
stated the process for the program to take legislative issues forward for 2011 has already passed.   

CONCLUSIONS  
• Dr. Lehrburger was selected to fill the vacant position on the ACMM. 
• The OMMP currently has twenty permanent employees and two temporary employees, total of twenty two.  

We are in the process of hiring one temporary and two permanent employees. 
• OMMP currently has 39,501 patients.  The number of patients with a caregiver is 20,339.  Current 

physicians who have recommended patients for the medical marijuana program is 3,409. 
• The cash balance of $404,058 for the biennial is projected.  The ideal cash balance to cover normal 

expenses is approximately $418,000.  The current cash balance is approximately $229,000. 

 

 
 
 
DIALOGUE BETWEEN ACMM AND ADMINISTRATION 

TAWANA NICHOLS 
ANNETTE JOHNSTON 

AARON COSSEL 

DISCUSSION  
Revision of Bylaws – During the March 29, 2010 meeting, it was advised that revisions be made to the 
current ACMM bylaws.  Ms. Nichols stated her recommended changes, which were approved by the ACMM 
were: Reimbursement for ACMM members only and full committee meetings. Four annual quarterly ACMM 
meetings and;   Subcommittee meetings sanctioned by the ACMM and limited to four meetings per 
subcommittee per year with an agenda and list of attendees submitted to OMMP for each meeting.  In addition, 
must receive prior approval from the chair and program before the meetings are held.  The subcommittees are 
not to utilize meetings as a method of educating.  Oregon Health Authority (OHA) reserves the right to deny 
reimbursement based on reasons of policy.  The ACMM will revise the language in the bylaws, which will be 
available by the next ACMM meeting. 
Database Update – Ms. Johnston stated the new database will use Oregon ID as a unique identifier and that 
IDs must be current with the DMV.  The program typically receive 120 – 190 change forms daily.  It takes three 
full time employees to process the data entry.  There have been several patients who send more than three per 
year.  It takes several staff to process and complete paperwork.  She asked how we could control this process, 
what methods could be put in place to discourage changes and if it would be possible to limit the number of 
changes per year?  Ms. Johnston stated that approximately 85% of phone calls received are regarding the 
status of an application. 
Handbook Project – The program is working with DHS communications to establish a user friendly handbook 
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to provide effective guidance to patients, growers and caregivers.  It was stated at the last meeting that we 
would have a draft; however, due to Ms. Nichols being out of the office unexpectedly, she was not able to meet 
with the writer/editor in the Office of Communication Resources. The handbook will be drafted based on the 
Power Point presentation developed by the Outreach Subcommittee. Ms. Nichols will keep the ACMM informed 
and share the draft when is available.     
Status of OAR – The rules were revised to add changes based on the Rule Advisory Committee Members as 
well as other edits that Legal Counsel suggested.  OHA, Public Health and OMMP are amending administrative 
rules to clarify existing rules and add guidance to: more clearly define what an immature plant is in order to 
alleviate confusion among growers and law enforcement; clarify the procedures regarding acceptable 
documentation accompanying an application for the registry so that applicant processing time improves; 
establish a fee to cover the cost to issue a replacement registry identification card; include procedures to verify 
compliance with the OMMA for the attending physicians that have over 450 patients.  The rules coordinator 
submitted the information to the Secretary of State on May 15.  A public hearing will be held at the Portland 
State Office Building, Room 1A on July 30 at 11:00 am.  Written comments may be filed before 5:00 pm on 
August 6.  The notice has been presented in the June bulletin and on the OMMP website. It has also been sent 
out to general public health interested parties and legislators.  We will notify our program specific interested 
parties, all the main clinics throughout the state and law enforcement.  The process of selecting panel members 
to review a petition for additional conditions was discussed.  Dr. Higginson stated that will not be addressed in 
this rule change.  Motion to form a subcommittee to devise rules for experts that agree with cannabis as 
therapy.  Ms. McGarvin and Dr. Cohn will be on the subcommittee with Mr. Michaels as chair.  Legislative 
changes allowing the OMMP to do research was discussed.   
Schedule Next ACMM – The next ACMM meeting will be scheduled for the week of September 13th and will be 
held at the Portland State Office Building.  Ms. Johnston will send out the exact date. 

CONCLUSIONS  
• Recommendations for changes to the ACMM bylaws have been approved by the ACMM. 
• The new database will use Oregon ID as a unique identifier.  Ms. Johnston asked the ACMM to advise the 

OMMP on how to control the high volume of change requests we have been receiving. 
• Ms. Nichols will keep the ACMM informed on the status of the handbook project. 
• The revised OARs were submitted to the Secretary of State on May 15.  A public hearing is scheduled for 

July 30 at 11:00 in the Portland State Office Building in Room 1A.   

ACTION ITEMS 
PERSON 

RESPONSIBLE 
OUTCOME 

Motion by Mr. Michaels to form a  subcommittee to devise rules for 
experts that agree with cannabis as therapy.  Second by Dr. Cohn 

Mr. Michaels 
Motion passed 
unanimously. 

Provide a list of unique growers broken down by county to the ACMM. Mr. Cossel  

 
 SUBCOMMITTEE AND OTHER REPORTS SANDEE BURBANK 

DISCUSSION  
Horticulture and Safety Committee – Mr. Dalotto reported the committee has been continuing their 
research into the potential for medicinal Cannabis horticultural breeding and research under existing law.  Their 
findings continue to strongly indicate that current law provides no allowance for horticultural research and that 
patient plant and possession limits are far too restrictive to conduct meaningful research and genetic 
improvement.  Legislative amendments are necessary to conduct research necessary to improve the sfety, 
quality, efficacy and botanical understanding of medicinal Cannabis. 
 
Ms. Burbank discussed the responsibility of the OMMP if false information is given to law enforcement.  Mr. 
Cossel responded a letter was sent from legal counsel stating OMMP isn’t liable and in this case, we don’t know 
that the individuals contacted us.  Mr. Michaels stated Shannon O’Fallon sent the statute to him.  Dr. Cohn 
stated that he doesn’t see what the downside is for OMMP to apologize. 

 

 
MEETING ADJOURNED FOR LUNCH: 12:00 PM 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 1:15 PM 
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OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHRISTINE MCGARVIN 

DISCUSSION  
Old Business - Ms. McGarvin discussed the OMMP Power Point presentation.  It has been approved by the 
OMMP for public distribution and is available online at: http://vimeo.com/1184997.  The password is: 
ACMMOMMP.  The Outreach Committee requested that OMMP post the link and password on the OMMP website 
as soon as possible with the following information: “This Power Point OMMP presentation is also available on 
disks that can be mailed to you, but please be aware that the statistical information is updated every quarter.  
Please make your request via OHD.ACMM@state.or.us”.  
 
Ms. McGarvin requested that the OMMP Administration post the Citizen Fact sheet on OMMP website. 
 
Ms. McGarvin discussed posting the ACMM committee members’ one or two sentence bios.  If the ACMM wants 
to do this, she will need them to send her their bio information. 
 
The Oregon.Gov website was discussed.  The ACMM requested that DHS post the OMMP website link to the 
most appropriate place.  They further request that announcements for ACMM meetings be posted on the main 
DHS website as News Releases.  The OMMP administration explained that it wouldn’t be possible for the OMMP 
website to be on the main page of Oregon.Gov and that the websites go by what division the program is in.  
Ms. McGarvin stated she will remove the action item from the list. 
 
Spanish Language Form - Ms. McGarvin stated there are inconsistencies between the English and Spanish 
versions of the 311 Application.  The OMMP administration explained that those are the old forms and haven’t 
been updated on the web.  The forms have to be translated into the new version.   
Recent Law Enforcement Testimony and Their Statements in Publications - Ms. McGarvin stated they 
do not differentiate between legal medical marijuana users and criminal marijuana activities.  In their testimony 
to the Oregon Board of Pharmacy six public officials from law enforcement pronounced: “Marijuana use is 
directly linked to a high percentage of crimes including: neglect of children, sexual abuse, child abuse, teen 
usage is higher than any other category and the number one illegal drug for DUI’s is marijuana, violence is 
escalating, growers are attacking each other, etc.”  The Spring 2010 edition of the Oregon sheriff, put out by 
the Oregon State Sheriffs’ Association hosts a full page ad on the back page: “Reward: Report Marijuana 
Growers-Protect Our Youth!” Last November, the Medford Chief of Police wrote in our local Neighborhood Watch 
Newsletter that, “Growing and distributing marijuana is destroying the safety, the fabric and livability of our 
neighborhoods.”  These kinds of character assassinations and the criminalizing of lawful activity are detrimental 
to our program, our laws and especially to our patients.  Ms. McGarvin asked the ACMM for their reaction and 
recommendations.  The Outreach Committee would like to send a letter to each individual, courtesy copy their 
supervisors and attorney general and ask them to submit evidence of their statistics.  Ms. McGarvin 
recommended that she and Mr. Klahr make a presentation to the Oregon Sheriffs’ Association. 
 
Letters Sent and Responses Obtained - Ms. McGarvin discussed the letter that was sent to Sergeant John 
Koch of Westside Interagency narcotics Team, Washington County Sheriff’s Office.  Copies of the letter were 
also sent to Attorney General John Kroger, Sheriff Rob Gordon, Washington County Sheriffs and Rick Eiesland.  
There has been no response to the letter as of July 1, 2010. 
 
Ms. McGarvin discussed the follow-up letter that was sent to Lieutenant Erik Fisher of the Oregon State Police.  
The letter was also sent to Attorney General John Kroger and Captain Calvin Curths, NW Region Headquarters, 
Criminal Division Investigative Reports Section.  There has been no response as of June 1, 2010. 
 
Letters to Be Written - Ms. McGarvin discussed writing a letter that the OMMP can send to Assisted Living 
Facilities when they receive a complaint that a patient is not allowed to have/use their cannabis medicine.  Most 
of the letter has been drafted that pulls from the statute.  The Outreach Committee is looking for a sample 
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policy/procedure that they might include as an example of what the facility might consider. 
 
Ms. McGarvin discussed writing a letter to Chief Mike Reese of the Portland Police Bureau.  Chief Reese has 
replaced Rosie Sizer.  The Outreach Committee has decided to wait to send the letter after he has a chance to 
get acquainted with his new position. 
 
Complaint Statistics and Program Oversight – Ms. McGarvin stated that the Outreach Committee 
requested the OMMP provide them with current complaint statistics spanning the period from July 1, 2009 
through December 1, 2009.  They have received summaries of the complaints to the OMMP for the nine month 
period from March 28, 2008 to December 31, 2008 and the six month period from January 1, 2009 to June 30, 
2009. 
 
Ms. Burbank discussed the addition of a cautionary letter with the existing Port of Portland response.  She 
stated people who consider taking medication with them to check the laws in the place they’re landing.  The 
letter will be sent to the ACMM right away. 

CONCLUSIONS  
• The Outreach Committee will write a letter to Assisted Living Facilities-for use when the OMMP receives a 

complaint that the patient is not allowed to have/use their cannabis medicine. 
• The Outreach Committee will write a letter to Portland Police Bureau Chief Mike Reese. 
• The Outreach Committee will add a cautionary letter to the Port of Portland response letter. 
• Ms. McGarvin requested the ACMM members send their bio information to her to post on the web. 

  BOP SEEKS OMMP SUPPORT ON APPEAL GREG BARTON 

DISCUSSION  
Mr. Barton discussed testifying at the Board of Pharmacy hearing.  He also submitted written testimony.  At the 
hearing, their analysis was based on the Federal Controlled Substance Act.  Oregon has its own.  Oregon is 
bound by state law.  The analysis was based on the wrong factors.  He requested the ACMM vote to support an 
appeal if they keep the proposed rule out of Schedule 2.  Based on written testimony about the maximum based 
on the analysis, Schedule 3 is probably the maximum they can support.  Mr. Michaels motioned to vote to 
support an appeal.  Second by Ms. Ivany.  Dr. Higginson asked what the advantage would be to medical 
marijuana card holders?  Mr. Barton responded a lot of card holders feel stigmatized.  Schedule 2 puts medical 
marijuana with Oxycotin.  Law enforcement is opposed to the OMMA and wants it repealed.  The community 
would like to see it on a lower schedule.  Patients are essentially under attack by law enforcement. 

ACTION ITEMS 
PERSON 

RESPONSIBLE 
OUTCOME 

Motion by Mr. Michaels to vote to support an appeal if the proposed 
rule is kept out of Schedule 2.  Second by Ms. Ivany. 

Mr. Michaels 
Motion passed 
unanimously. 

 

 PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMENT 
PUBLIC 
ACMM 

DISCUSSION  
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David DeMarre stated people are fear based.  The twelve inch rule is a big issue.  He has talked to a lot of 
patients.  He wants to thank the ACMM on behalf of patients for being there for them. 
 
Sarah Duff stated she has been an activist for eight years against unjust laws and that law enforcement has 
been attacking medical marijuana card holders.  Ms. Duff discussed ORS 165.540, Obtaining Contents of 
Communications.  Mr. Michaels responded citizens and law enforcement seem to misinterpret these laws.  Ms. 
Duff stated Ms. Burbank had the best response to the caregiver and grower backlog, that it’s unfair to charge 
for changes and the OMMP should hire more people. 
 
Terry Evans stated he’s been a patient since 2007.  He asked the committee to consider new categories of 
coverage for the OMMP.  His medical condition doesn’t qualify.  All of his conditions are secondary to kidney 
disease.  Mr. Evans would like to volunteer to be part of a subcommittee. 
 
Cynthia Willis stated in Central Point there is Alderwood Assisted Living that has at least one medical marijuana 
patient.  Because the facility doesn’t have a private smoking section, they ask the patient’s family to provide the 
medical marijuana in other forms.  She’d like to see an additional thirty day grace period for grower’s if they 
want to stop providing for a patient and that providers should be able to find out what patients’ names are.  Ms. 
Willis stated the clinic in Rogue River is being given a double standard of what the business has to do and they 
should be treated like any other clinic.  She has been waiting two years to get her concealed weapons permit 
and there is no reason for it.  Ms. McGarvin asked that Ms. Willis document her concerns and send them to her 
and the ACMM. 
 
Xavier Small stated she downloaded the basic facts from the Internet.  She has added “May not use the 
information for any other purpose other than verification” to her brochure. 
 
Jack Thomas stated the back of the application should say patients should have a return receipt.  Mr. Cossel 
provided an overview of proof of transmission. 
 
Caron Salisbury asked who the authorities are who can decide what advice to ignore.  Ms. McGarvin responded 
she has the statute on who the authority is.  Mr. Klahr responded legal counsel is Shannon O’Fallon and that the 
ACMM is only an advisory committee.  Ms. McGarvin explained the ACMM is to advise the director of OHA on the 
administrative aspects of the OMMP and provide annual input on the fee structure.  Ms. Salisbury stated 
patients with degenerative conditions should not have to renew annually and should be extended two more 
years if there haven’t been any changes.  Ms. Salisbury asked if the money that was taken out of OMMP was 
returned.  The ACMM responded no.  Ms. Salisbury suggested the OMMP change the phone directory. 
 
Gen Bensinger stated she has difficulty understanding why the OMMP could have a $400,000 overage and not 
fund the needs of the program.    

  

MEETING AJOURNED 3:00 PM 

MINUTES SUBMITTED BY Roni Scott 

SPECIAL NOTES  

 
 


