
 
 
 
 
 

USING ESSENCE: FREE TEXT QUERIES 
   
Objective 1:  Share current queries used in ESSENCE hazard reports. See end of 
document for list of queries. 
 
Objective 2: Provide instructions for querying emergency department chief complaints   
and discharge diagnoses. 
  
 
ESSENCE data can be queried using words or strings of words known as free text queries. 
As described in the Data in ESSENCE section in the user training guide 
(http://public.health.oregon.gov/DiseasesConditions/CommunicableDisease/Preparedness
SurveillanceEpidemiology/essence/Documents/userguide.pdf ), chief complaints are the 
patient-reported reason for visit to the ED. Diagnosis codes are the codes assigned at visit 
discharge. Chief complaint data are sent by all participating EDs; diagnosis codes are sent 
by the majority of EDs.  
 
Chief complaints are not documented in a standardized way and may differ from facility to 
facility. Ideally, they are transcribed exactly as the patient states, but sometimes the 
patient’s words are paraphrased, or the clerk may select a term from a drop-down menu 
which describes the reason for the visit.  
 
This section will provide an overview of how to query free text chief complaints and discharge 
diagnoses.  
 
1. Click on Query Portal in the main toolbar.  

2a. Select a datasource. 

2b. Select a Geography System 

 Click Select 

  2c. Select a Time Resolution  

 Typically, change default to daily 

  2d. Scroll down Available Query Fields and select CC and DD.  

  2e. In the CC and DD field, type your text (see next pages for examples of free text queries).   

 Click Select 

2f. After you have typed in the free text query and made all the necessary changes to the   
other fields, you can click Times Series.  
 

 Helpful hints:  
• Use wildcards (^)  
• Use Boolean operators: “and”, “andnot”, “or” 
• Separate each term by a comma 
• Do not put a comma at the very end or beginning of your query  



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

1. Query Portal 

2a. Datasource 

2b.Geography System 

2c. Time resolution 



  

2d.Scroll down 
for CC and DD 

2e. Time Series 

2e.Type query 

 
NOTE  

The purpose of the “^”, or wildcard symbol, is to specify order of your specific search term 
(first, last, middle) from the list of chief complaints or diagnosis codes. For example, ^icy^ will 
capture the term “icy” alone anywhere in the chief complaint. icy^ will capture this term only 
at the beginning of the field and ^icy will capture it only at the end: 

 Slipped only icy sidewalk or fell off bicycle 

 Icy hands 

 Toes feel icy 



 
Current hazard report 
queries  

 
Search criteria   
 

Asthma‐like 
^wheeze^ ,or, ̂ shortness of breath^ ,or, ̂ difficulty breathing^ ,or, 
^chest  tightness^  ,or,  ^breathing  problem^  ,or,  ^asthma^  ,or, 
^dyspnea^ ,or, ^;493^ ,or, ^;J45^ 

Injury Syndrome  Syndrome “Injury” 

Gastrointestinal (GI) Syndrome  Syndrome “GI” 

Winter  Weather‐Related  Slips  and 
Falls 

Chief complaint sub‐syndrome “Fall” plus  
(, ^ ice ^ ,or, ^ icy^ ,or, ^ snow^ ,or, ^winter^ ,) ,andnot, (, ^ski^ 
,or, ^board^ ,or, ^shoe^ ,or, ^skat^ ,or, ^rink^ ,) 

Carbon Monoxide Poisoning 

(, ^;986^ ,or, ^;T58^ ,or, ^co pois^ ,or, ^c o pois^ ,or, ^co expos^ 
,or, ̂ c o expos^ ,or, ̂ carbon mono^ ,or, ̂ co2 pois^ ,or, ̂ co 2 pois^ 
,or, ^c o 2 pois^  ,or, ^co2 expos^  ,or, ^co 2 expos^  ,or, ^c o 2 
expos^ ,or, ̂ carbon dio^ ,or, ̂ carbonoxi^ ,) ,andnot, (, ̂ suicid^ ,or, 
^self^ ,or, ^psych^ ,or, ^fire^ ,or, ^smoke^ ,or, ^burn^ ,) 

 

 
Recent hazard report 
queries  

 
Search criteria   
 

Heat‐related Illness 

^heat ^  ,or, ^heatcramp^  ,or, ^heatex^  ,or, ^heatst^  ,or, ^heat‐
exhaust^ ,or, ^heat‐related^ ,or, ^heat‐stroke^ ,or, ^hypertherm^ 
,or, ^overheat^ ,or, ^over heat^ ,or, ^sun stroke^ ,or, ^sunstr^ ,or, 
^sun‐str^  ,or, ^to hot^  ,or, ^too hot^  ,or, ^;992^  ,or, ^;T67^  ,or, 
^;E900^  ,or,  ^;X30^    ,or,  (,(,  ^hot^  ,or,  ^  heat  ^  ,)  ,and,  (, 
^excessive^ ,or, ̂ exhaust^ ,or, ̂ expos^ ,or, ̂ fatigue^ ,or, ̂ cramp^ 
,or,  ^stress^  ,or,  ^in  car^  ,or,  ^outside^  or  ^prostration^  ,),) 
,andnot, (, ^heater^ ,or, ^heatrate^ ,or, ^cheat^ ,or, ^wheat^ ,) 

Insect Bite 
^;9194^  ,or, ^;T07^  ,or,  (,(,^bee^  ,or, ^insect^  ,or, ^spider^  ,or, 
^tick^ ,or, ^mosquito^ ,) ,and, (,^bite^ ,or, ^sting^,),) 

Poisonous Plant Exposure  ^;6926^ ,or, ^;L255^ ,or, ^poison oak^ ,or, ^poison ivy^ 

Submersion and Non‐fatal Drowning 
(, ^;9941^ ,or, ^;T751^ ,or,  ^;E910^ ,or, ^;W67^ ,or, ^;W69^ ,or, 
^;W73^  ,or,  ^;W74^  ,or,  ^drown^  ,or,  ^under  water^  ,or, 
^submer^ ,) ,andnot, (,^bath^ ,or, ^feels like^ ,) 

 

 


