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� Basics of plan 
review samples

� Special samples  

� Sample 
invalidation

� Making changes 
to chemical 
schedules



� What samples will be required depends 
on many factors:

� System type

� Water type

� What is the plan review for?

� If new source, how will this be added 
to the system (New or existing EP)?

� What existing facilities (especially 
sources) does the system already have?

� Is system up-to-date on monitoring?



� Where are these samples collected?

� If samples are for a new source(s) then 
the sample(s) will need to be raw water 
samples.

� If for new treatment, the samples will 
be after treatment .  Occasionally both 
raw and treated will be required.



Do Chemical samples count for compliance?



Do chemical samples count for compliance?

� If treated and normal operating conditions
� Yes 

� For raw source water samples:

�Only active source on entry point and 
treatment (if any) would not change the 
result?
�Yes

�Other active sources on entry point or 
treatment would affect result?
�No





These are samples collected to supplement routine 
monitoring samples and are not required to be 
reported to the Authority. Samples of this type are 
not considered representative of the water system 
and are outside the scope of normal quality 
assurance and control procedures and/or the 
established compliance monitoring program. 
Special samples include, but are not limited to, 
samples taken for special studies, user complaints, 
post construction/repair disinfection, sources not 
in service and raw water prior to treatment, except 
as required by this rule. 



� Supplement routine monitoring samples

� Not considered representative

� Outside the scope of normal quality 
assurance and control procedures

� Outside the established compliance 
monitoring program

� Determined at time of sample collection



� special studies

� user complaints

� post construction/repair disinfection

� sources not in service  

� raw water prior to treatment

� Seasonal startup (RTCR)

“Include, but are not limited to”

AND 

Except required monitoring



� Generally we only see Coliform Special 
samples

� Special samples are not required to be turned 
in.  What we display are those that were.



� Q: I took this special sample to see how my 
water was doing.  It was clean (Absent) so can I 
change it to a routine now?

� A: No

� Q: My result was Present but I don’t think it 
was representative.  Can I change it to a special 
instead and just resample?

� A: Generally No – There needs to be a very 
good & clear cut reason to change it.





� Chems:

� There is nothing in the rules that allows for chemical 
result invalidation. 

� Only way to invalidate is due to a lab error

� Coliform

� Distribution : OAR 0036 (6)(j)

� 3 ways

� Source: OAR 0036 (6)(x)

� 2 ways

� LCR

� OAR 0036 (2)(c)(E)(i)



Either Source or Distribution:

� Lab error – requires statement from the lab. 

� “Substantial evidence “  that the results are not 
reflective of source/distribution.
� Final approval by DMCE manager 

Distribution only:

� Repeat at same location is present all other 
repeats are absent.
� Final approval by DMCE lead worker or manager



SUBSTANTIAL EVIDENCE REPEATS

� All repeats are needed 
before determination

� If approved, Triggered 
and temp routine 
schedules are removed 
(Unless there is another 
positive result)

� If approved, repeats 
“replace” the positive 
routine – no 
replacement needed

� All repeats are needed 
before determination

� If approved, Triggered 
and temp routine 
schedules are removed 
(Unless there is another 
positive result)

� If approved, Routine 
and repeats are 
removed – need a 
replacement sample



� Criteria:

� Lab error

� Sample container damaged (info from lab)

� Substantial reason that sample(s) were tampered 
with

� Site did not meet selection criteria

� Unrepresentative

� Wrong location

� Sample was not collected properly

� Residence time

� Hot water tap



� Submit written request to DMCE unit
� Email OK but NOT a contact report

� If questions, Tech services is asked if they agree 
– work with them first!

� For LCR invalidations:
� If approved, system needs to sample both Lead & 

Copper – not just the one that was high – within 20 
days!

� Sample is rejected at time of approval.  Recalculation 
of 90% will occur that night. A second recalculation 
is needed after replacement sample is received and 
entered.



� Currently DMCE only reviews/changes 
chemical schedules without your review in 2 
circumstances.

� Corrosion control exceeded 9 excursions in 6 months 
– changes 90% schedule to 6-months.

� RADS (community only) on Quarterly schedule and 
ready for reduction.

� All other schedule changes need to be done by 
the regulating agency.

� Surveys (commonly qualify for reduced)

� Alerts (commonly go to quarterly schedule)

� Request from system to review



� If change is noted in a survey then the survey is 
only documentation needed

� For changes done outside the survey fill out the 
schedule change form – do not put into a 
contact report .

� End dates are for when to close current 
schedule.  We don’t open and close the new 
schedule (even to make the next one) 

� Exception: already have met the requirements for 
closing this schedule to move to a reduced schedule 
– just needed for documentation of process







� Basic system info and who is filling out change 
form.



� Most common errors are with begin dates. 

� If new system/facility then generally current 
monitoring period.

� Quarters start on January, April, July or October 1st

� All yearly schedules start on January 1st

� 3-, 6-, 9- years start on January 1 in the years 2011, 
2014, 2017, 2020 etc. after they qualify for reduction.  



� LCR – Starts on January 1st of any year – all 
others on 3-, 6-, or 9- year follow same as EP

� DBP – identify location(s) to sample at and 
peak month to sample in (if quarterly every 3 
months from that month

� LCR and DBP - # required is based on 
population and standard or reduced 
monitoring.



� Used for surface water plants and DBP systems 
wanting to go to reduced monitoring



� Make sure they qualify for the reduction before
changing the schedule

� RAD schedule changes – Except when 
changing to quarterly, the new schedule start 
date is the after the monitoring period for the 
sample causing the change – Use chem 
schedule details to help with that.

� If in doubt – look up what the right start date is 
for the standard monitoring framework
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