SAMPLE LETTER (for unconfirmed BLL)

[Date]

To the Parent or Guardian of:

[Insert address]

Dear Parent/Guardian:

Recently your medical provider tested your child, [insert name of child], for exposure to lead. [Insert name of child]’s blood lead level was [insert BLL] ug/dL (micrograms per deciliter of blood). Taking blood from a child’s finger or heel is called a finger or heel-stick or a capillary test. Sometimes the blood from a capillary test may give a false high result due to lead on the skin or in the environment (contamination). If a capillary test is above ten, a venous blood lead test (from an arm vein) will need to be taken to confirm the blood lead level. Blood taken from an arm vein (venous blood test) is a more reliable test. 

[Child’s name] should have the confirmatory venous draw performed as soon as possible or within [see time frame recommended for confirmatory test in Lead Investigative Guidelines].
Lead levels higher than 5 ug/dL mean that your child has been exposed to lead from some environmental source or sources. At this level, the symptoms are not always obvious. However, low levels of lead may affect:

· development of the brain and nervous system

· normal growth

· proper hearing

· learning ability

· behavior

I have enclosed a fact sheet titled; “Understanding Your Child’s Blood Lead Test” for more information on blood lead testing and the need for another blood lead test.
I would also like to encourage you to visit the Web site at www.healthoregon.org/lead or call the LeadLine at 800-368-5060 for more information on lead poisoning and how to prevent exposure to lead. 
Sincerely,

[Insert your name]

[Name of] County Health Department

enclosures

