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EPHT Mgmt &Staff:
Curtis Cude
     Program Manager/Principal Investigator
                                  & Interim Environmental Public Health Section Manager 
Allison Bellair            OIS Project Manager 
Mary Dinsdale
     Lead Research Analyst

Eric Main
     Research Analyst/GIS Specialist
Kelly Cogswell
     Epidemiologist  

Marina Counter
     Research Analyst

Nadege Dubuisson    Public Health Educator
Karen Worden
     Administrative Specialist
Attendees: 
Ken Rosenburg       OHA Maternal & Child Health   MCH 

Richard Leman        OHA Acute and Communicable Disease Prevention  ACDP
Jeff Soule 
         OHA OSCAR
Juanita Heimann     OHA Director’s Office

Bruce Gutelius        OHA PHD CP&HP Chief Science Officer

Jennifer Coleman    OEC Oregon Environmental Council
Suzanne Zane
         OHA Maternal & Child Health   MCH
Jae Douglas
     Multnomah County Environmental Health  

Welcome and Introductions – Curtis Cude
Program Update – Curtis Cude
National Workgroups summary – Curtis Cude:

Oregon Tracking is participating in all of the National Tracking programs workgroups. The new workgroups are just getting started. Participation is as follows:

Climate Change – Kelly Cogswell & Brendon Haggerty

Harmful Algae Bloom s – Curtis Cude

Community Profiles – Nadege Dubuisson

Health Impact Assessment – Eric Main

Public Water System Mapping – Kelly Cogswell & Eric Main

Hospitalizations – Mary Dinsdale

Childhood Lead Poisoning – Mary Dinsdale

Data Visualization & Communications Evaluation (PMO Subgroups)- Nadege Dubuisson

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Presentation:  Birth Anomalies Registry-MCH – Suzanne Zane 
Birth Anomalies Registry – Suzanne Zane

Suzanne Zane from Maternal and Child Health presented on the newly created Birth Anomalies Registry (BAR). Suzanne shared information on which birth anomalies are tracked and why, the methodology used by the BAR, and some results. The BAR is currently tracking the 12 core birth anomalies emphasized by the National program; eventually this number may be expanded to 48 birth anomalies. States use different methods of case-finding, making rates not comparable across states. The BAR is a passive surveillance system that receives data from birth certificates, hospital discharge data, and Medicaid claims.

The  BAR was able to submit five years of data to CDC for the first time in fall of 2014. Oregon Tracking secured some of the funds used to create the BAR. Prior to the creation of the BAR, Oregon was one of only four states that did not have a surveillance system for birth anomalies.

Questions were asked about fetal alcohol syndrome, the ethics of heart repair surgery for babies with severe birth anomalies, and methods used by Washington state for tracking birth anomalies. Fetal alcohol syndrome is not one of the 12 core birth anomalies or one of the expanded set of 48 birth anomalies, and is not currently tracked by the BAR. Washington state previously used active surveillance to find birth anomaly cases and is transitioning to a passive surveillance system. Although Washington and Oregon use different surveillance methods, the states have already worked together to examine a possible anencephaly cluster in south central Washington.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Portal Update and Demonstration – Mary Dinsdale: 

Demo of new indicators - Alcohol, Food, & Tobacco Availability and Transportation

Demo of new functionality - sortable tables

Development update – OIS pulled the developer off of the interactive map project. Developer will resume interactive map development in June or July 2015. 

Questions were asked about the source of tobacco retailer data. The source of tobacco retailer data is the Synar Program, which has only partial coverage of tobacco retailers. Oregon Tracking is looking into using HPCDP’s tobacco retailer data, as a large effort was made to ground-truth those data.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
OMSC Transportation Subcommittee – Eric Main
The OMSC Transportation and Health Subcommittee poster was presented. Feedback was provided that the poster was very technical, and Richard Leman indicated that he would like to provide input on the content of a less technical poster for audiences at OPHA. The more technical poster will be presented to the Transportation Research Board/HIA conference in Washington, DC.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
OTAG Evaluation – Nadege Dubuisson
OTAG Evaluation Sheets distributed. To be returned to Nadege Dubuisson. Digital version of survey also available and will be sent out to OTAG participants with meeting minutes: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/BX7V75F
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Closing Comments Curtis Cude:

Please let us know your suggestions or topics for next OTAG Agenda.
Next meeting is scheduled for October 28th, 2015. 
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