
Intervention Points in Policy Processes

Wednesday, April 13, 2011

9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Mandy Green Oregon Public Health Division

Jamie Jones Oregon Public Health Division

Kathryn Sofich Oregon Metro Regional Government

Noelle Dobson Oregon Public Health Institute

Marah Hall Upstream Public Health



9:30 Welcome

9:35 Introduction to Decision Making Structures

9:45     Transportation & Land Use Policy – Kathryn Sofich

10:05 Land Use Case Study – Noelle Dobson

10:20 Q & A

10:25 Legislative Policy Process – Marah Hall

10:40 Q & A

10:45 Oregon Data Sources

10:55 Wrap Up

Agenda



Screening Determines the need and value of a HIA

Scoping Determines which health impacts to evaluate, methods for 

analysis, and a work plan

Assessment Provides: 

1) a profile of existing health conditions

2) evaluation of potential health impacts 

Recommendations Provide strategies to manage identified adverse health 

impacts

Reporting Includes: 

1) development of the HIA report 

2) communication of findings & recommendations

Monitoring Tracks: 

1) impacts on decision-making processes and the decision

2) impacts of the decision on health determinants

The HIA Process



Land Use Processes & Decision Making Settings



City Political Structure

Who makes land use decisions?



County Political Structure

Who makes land use decisions?



Multnomah County: Who makes decisions?

http://www.portlandonline.com/oni/index.cfm?a=41382&c=39641



Multnomah County: Who makes decisions?

Land Use & Transportation

http://www.portlandonline.com/oni/index.cfm?a=41382&c=39641



HIA and the Policy Process



Intervention Points:

Transportation and Land Use Policy



Case Study



Noelle Dobson
noelle@orphi.org
503-227-5502

mailto:noelle@orphi.org


OPHI: Strategic Focus 
on the Prevention 
of Childhood Obesity
www.orphi.org

Healthy Community Planning

Access to Healthy Food

Active Living

Nutrition Policy

Breastfeeding

http://www.orphi.org/


• Environmental Impact 
Statements

• Neighborhood Plans & 
Planning Studies

• Citywide Comprehensive and 
Strategic Plans

Integrating Health at 
Various Decision Points



Using HIA to impact 
decision making

• Comment on DEIS

• Prioritize transpo project lists 
based on health impact

• Request funding for projects

• Inform policy debates, impact 
long-range planning

• Promote mitigation strategies 
for projects

• Advance modeling and 
forecasting methods

• Build long-term working 
relationships



Long-term and intentional 

process of developing 

relationships and 

institutionalizing working 

partnerships

Screening for Champions



Lake Oswego to Portland 
Transit Project

HIA on 3 transit alternatives 
considered in the Draft 
Environmental Impact 
Statement:

-No Build
-Enhanced Bus
-Streetcar

www.orphi.org/healthy-community-

planning/health-impact-assessments



Primary Objectives:

1. Complement DEIS by more fully assessing the impacts of the different 
transit scenarios on health determinants in the social and built 
environments.

2. Assess health impacts of projects with potential to impact greenhouse 
gas emissions.

3. Build capacity of regional government and non-profit partners to 
integrate health assessment into policy and project development. 







http://www.portlandonline.com/bps/
http://www.portlandonline.com/portlandplan/index.cfm?c=51314


Dear Mr. Dotterrer…….





Healthy Portland Plan Workgroup

 October 2007: HPPW established 

 January 2009:  HPPW reframes Health Background Reports 
to emphasize social determinants and health disparities.

 January 2010: Workgroup chair co-chairs City Technical 
Advisory Group on Human Health, Food, Safety.

 Oct 2008, Oct 2009, Feb 2010: CHP and other partners 
receive funding to integrate health into the Portland Plan.

 October 2010: Healthy PEOPLE principles and outcomes 
integrated into guiding framework.

 February 2011: Healthy Connected Neighborhoods one of 
three main strategies.





Impact on Portland Plan 
Background Reports

• Strong built environment and social 
determinants frame with less emphasis 
on individual behavior.

• Highlight on disparities in health 
outcomes among communities of color 
and low-income Portlanders.

• Policy recommendation provided were 
used throughout the report.







Competing Health 
Impacts

• Is poor air quality worse 
than no sidewalks?

• Do more people get sick 
from lack of healthy 
food or second-hand 
smoke?

• Should we prevent 
traffic accidents or get 
soda out of schools?



Improved health 

and survival

Housing quality, 

affordability & location

Health Triggers 

(e.g. mold, rodents)

Increase in social 
connections & sense 

of control

Access to 

Transportation

Increased access 

to goods & services

http://www.clker.com/clipart-home-icon-2.






Long-term and intentional 

process of developing 

relationships and 

institutionalizing working 

partnerships



Questions?



Legislative Policy Process











































http://www.upstreampublichealth.org/
mailto:marah@upstreampublichealth.org


Questions?



OPHD Data & Statistics

http://public.health.oregon.gov/DataStatistics/Pages/index.aspx

Oregon Environmental Public Health Tracking (EPHT)

http://epht.oregon.gov/irma/index.aspx

Oregon Center for Health Statistics

http://public.health.oregon.gov/PHD/ODPE/CHS/Pages/index.aspx 

OPHD > Healthy People and Families > Data and Reports

http://public.health.oregon.gov/HealthyPeopleFamilies/DataReports/Pages/index.aspx

Portland State University Population Research Center

http://www.pdx.edu/prc/

Community Health Priorities > Compendium of Oregon Public Health Data

http://www.communityhealthpriorities.org/resources/oregon_health_data/

OPHD VistaPHw in Oregon: Health Assessment
http://public.health.oregon.gov/BIRTHDEATHCERTIFICATES/VITALSTATISTICS/VISTAPHW/Pages/VistaPHw.aspx

Oregon Data Sources

http://public.health.oregon.gov/DataStatistics/Pages/index.aspx
http://epht.oregon.gov/irma/index.aspx
http://public.health.oregon.gov/PHD/ODPE/CHS/Pages/index.aspx
http://public.health.oregon.gov/HealthyPeopleFamilies/DataReports/Pages/index.aspx
http://www.pdx.edu/prc/
http://www.communityhealthpriorities.org/resources/oregon_health_data/
http://public.health.oregon.gov/BIRTHDEATHCERTIFICATES/VITALSTATISTICS/VISTAPHW/Pages/VistaPHw.aspx


OPHD Data & Statistics



OPHD Data & Statistics



PSU PRC



PSU PRC



PSU PRC



CHP: Compendium of Oregon Public Health Data



CHP: Compendium of Oregon Public Health Data



CHP: Compendium of Oregon Public Health Data



Oregon Public Health Division Health Impact Assessment Program

http://public.health.oregon.gov/PHD/OEPH/RES/HIA/Pages/index.aspx

HIA Network Listserv

http://listsmart.osl.state.or.us/mailman/listinfo/health_impact_assessment 

Human Impact Partners Resource Guides

http://www.humanimpact.org/hips-hia-tools-and-resources 

Design for Health Tools

http://www.designforhealth.net/resources/integratinghealthissue.html 

World Health Organization’s HIA Link

http://www.who.int/hia/en/ 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s HIA Link

http://www.cdc.gov/healthyplaces/hia.htm

HIA Resources & Links

Next HIA Network Meeting

Thursday, April 14, 9:30am to 11am

Northwest Health Foundation

221 NW Second Avenue, Suite 300

http://public.health.oregon.gov/PHD/OEPH/RES/HIA/Pages/index.aspx
http://listsmart.osl.state.or.us/mailman/listinfo/health_impact_assessment
http://www.humanimpact.org/hips-hia-tools-and-resources
http://www.humanimpact.org/hips-hia-tools-and-resources
http://www.humanimpact.org/hips-hia-tools-and-resources
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http://www.cdc.gov/healthyplaces/hia.htm

