	

	



Health Impact Assessment:
Working toward healthier projects and policies 
[image: ]Health impact assessment (HIA) provides decision-makers with information about how any policy, program or project may affect the health of people. The Oregon Public Health Division’s Health Impact Assessment initiative focuses on building our state’s collective capacity to evaluate the health effects of proposed projects and policies, and to provide the information to decision makers and community members.
 (
The Oregon Public Health Division is the lead state agency for all public health matters including disease prevention, environmental health, maternal and child health, emergency preparedness, and community health systems planning and coordination. 
The Office of Environmental Public Health, Research and Education Services section serves as Oregon Public Health Division's technical, scientific and educational public health resource. We identify, assess and report on threats to human health from exposure to environmental and occupational hazards, and advise the people and communities of Oregon to best understand potential risks where they live, work and play in order to remain healthy and safe.
www.healthoregon.org/hia
)The key element that makes HIA different from traditional public health assessment is that its approach is prospective. Ideally, the health impacts of a proposal are assessed before a final decision is made, allowing the results of the HIA to be considered in the decision making process. The ultimate goal of HIA is utilize objective information to minimize negative and maximize positive health impacts of a project or policy. 
Equity is an intragal component of all HIAs. HIA seeks to identify everyone who might have unequal impacts such as people of color, people experiencing poverty, people with disabilities or chronic diseases, the young and the elderly. Once impacts have been reviewed,HIA seeks to improve health outcomes for everyone by recommending changes that improve the liklihood of positive impacts and lesson negative impacts. 
HIA in Oregon has created new opportunities for collaboration between community members , local government, and the business community, and  has been sucessfully used in Oregon to improve the health impacts of sidewalks and bikepaths, parks, roads, zoning, and the production of alternative energy.
 (
Process of a health impact assessment
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Climate Smart Communities Health Impact Assessment:
Working toward healthier greenhouse gas reduction strategies 
[image: traffic smog]
Health impact assessment (HIA) provides decision-makers with information about how any policy, program, or project may affect the health of people. The Climate Smart Communities HIA (CSC HIA) will describe the health impacts of proposed carbon-reduction strategies to decision-makers, and ensure that the best health-promoting elements are included in the preferred scenario. 

[image: ]Transportation and health
Transportation produces 25% of our region’s greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, contributing to a warming climate that could severely impact our health and quality of life. Our climate is already changing, and the way we work together to prevent future changes will have both immediate and long-term impacts on our well being. Changes in policies and infrastructure could limit exposure to air and noise pollution, encourage us to be more physically active, and reduce traffic-related injuries and deaths. By understanding impacts, tradeoffs and unintended consequences, we can both reduce our greenhouse gas emissions and improve the health of everyone in our region.
 (
How will each strategy impact health and equity?
)
Advisory group
The CSC HIA will bring together public health experts; land use, planning and transportation experts; and community health, environmental and community-development advocates. The advisory group will help determine the scope of the HIA, ensure that equity issues are considered, and offer available resources and expertise for consideration.

Assessment
In the assessment, we will describe the direction and magnitude of health impacts for the CSC policy strategies that have been prioritized by the advisory group. We may use the following analytic methods, depending on our scope and resources and what will best answer the research questions:  literature review, meta-analysis, stakeholder interviews, risk analysis, and health effects modeling.

Timeline
The Climate Smart Community Scenario Planning is taking place in three phases from 2011 to 2014. The CSC HIA will take place during phase 2 of the Climate Smart Communities Scenario Planning. During phase 1, Metro developed tools to determine which scenarios will help our region meet its GHG reduction goals. In phase 2, Metro will narrow the range of alternatives, and prioritize strategies to be included in a draft preferred scenario, put forward to Metro Council at the end of 2012. Throughout 2012, OHA will engage our partners, including decision-makers, at all stages of the assessment. Prior to the selection of a draft preferred scenario, we will collaborate with our partners to develop relevant communication materials for all decision-making bodies, with an eye to assisting decision-makers in understanding alternatives, tradeoffs and mitigations when deciding between scenarios. Visit Metro’s website for more information: www.oregonmetro.gov
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Screening: select a project


Scoping: determine research questions


Assessment: answer research questions


Reporting: report to decision-makers


Evaluation: determine the effectiveness of the HIA
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