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Overview of Immigration Categories and Documents 
 

Lawful Permanent Resident (LPRs) 

A person admitted to the United States as a lawful permanent resident. Permanent residents are also commonly 

referred to as immigrants (INA section 101(a) (15)). Lawful permanent residents are legally accorded the privilege 
of residing permanently in the United States. They may be issued immigrant visas by the Department of State 

overseas or adjusted to permanent resident status by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services in the United 

States. 
 

Common Documents for Lawful Permanent Residents: 

I-551 Permanent Resident Card Temporary I-551 Stamp on Foreign Passport  

or I-94 
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Common Documents for Lawful Permanent Residents (cont.): 

Machine Readable Immigration Visa (MRIV) 

with temporary I-551 language 

I-766 Employment Authorization Card 

I-327 Reentry Permit 
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Non-Immigrants 

A person who enters the country is allowed to stay in the United States for a specific reason and for a limited 

amount of time. The person must have a permanent residence abroad (for most classes of admission) and qualify 
for the non-immigrant classification sought. The non-immigrant classifications include, but are not limited to: 

foreign government officials, visitors for business and for pleasure, persons in transit through the United States, 
treaty traders and investors, students, international representatives, temporary workers and trainees, 

representatives of foreign information media, exchange visitors, fiancé(e)s of U.S. citizens, intracompany 
transferees, NATO officials, and religious workers. Spouses and unmarried minor (or dependent) children can 

accompany or join the non-immigrant. 
 

Common Documents for Non-Immigrants: 

I-766 Employment Authorization Card 

 

I-20 Eligibility for Non-Immigrant Student 
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Common Documents for Non-Immigrants (cont.): 

I-94 Arrival and Departure Record in Unexpired 

Foreign Passport 

 

I-94 Arrival and Departure Record 

DS-2019 Certificate of Eligibility for Exchange Visitor 
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Refugees/Asylees  

Refugee – A person outside their country of nationality who is unable or unwilling to return to that country 

because of persecution or a well-founded fear of persecution. Refugees are eligible to adjust to lawful permanent 
resident status after one year of continuous presence in the United States. Unlike asylees, refugees apply for and 

receive this status prior to entry into the United States. This status is covered by Section 207 of the INA. 

Asylee – A person in the United States or at a port of entry who is found to be unable or unwilling to return to 

their country of nationality, or to seek the protection of that country because of persecution or a well-founded fear 
of persecution. Asylees are eligible to adjust to lawful permanent resident status after one year of continuous 

presence in the United States. Section 208 of the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) covers this status. 
 

Common Documents for Refugees/Asylees: 

I-766 Employment Authorization Card 

 

I-94 Arrival and Departure Record in Unexpired 
Foreign Passport 
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Common Documents for Refugees/Asylees (cont.): 

I-571 Refugee Travel Document 
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Naturalized/Derived U.S. Citizens 

Naturalized citizen - a person who wasn’t born in the U.S. or acquired U.S. citizenship automatically through his or 

her relationship to a U.S. citizen. Naturalization is the process by which U.S. citizenship is granted to a foreign 
citizen or national after fulfilling the requirements established by law. 

Derived citizen - a person who derives U.S. citizenship through his or her relationship to a U.S. citizen by operation 
of law. May be conveyed to children through the naturalization of the children’s parents, through passage of 

certain laws, or through adoption of foreign-born children by U.S. citizen parents. 
 

Common Documents for Naturalized/Derived U.S. Citizens: 

Certificate of Naturalization (N-550 or N-570) 
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Common Documents for Naturalized/Derived U.S. Citizens (cont.): 

Certificate of Citizenship (N-560 or N-561) 

 
 


