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WIC is a categorical program funded by the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) with strong financial accountability, and strict rules
attached to the use of WIC funds. The Oregon WIC program receives four
distinct kinds of funds, for food, for Nutrition Services and Administration
(NSA), for Breastfeeding Peer Counseling, and for the Farmers’ Market
Nutrition Program.

Food funds are spent by WIC participants at the grocery store or pharmacy.
Food funds come from the federal WIC grant and rebates received on bid
infant formula bought by WIC participants. Breast pumps for participants
may also be purchased using food funds.

NSA funds are spent at the state and local level for staff, rent, educational
materials, equipment, overhead, and all other costs involved in delivering
WIC services to participants. In Oregon, WIC program service funds come
entirely from the federal grant and some local agency general fund
contributions.

Breastfeeding Peer Counseling funds are spent at the state and local level to
continue to build up and expand breastfeeding and peer counseling efforts.
The use of these funds for activities that are outside of approved
breastfeeding peer couseling implementation plans or that are not supported
by the Loving Support model is not authorized.

Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program is funded mainly by U.S. Department
of Agriculture with a certain percentage of required state General Fund
match. The funds are spent by WIC participants at the local farmers’
markets and farm stands with a small percentage of administrative expenses
at the state and local agency level.

The Oregon WIC program distributes food and NSA funds to local WIC
programs using a funding formula, as described in #305—Funding
Formula. Most financial accounting and reconciliation at the local program
level is focused on NSA funds. Much of the fiscal reporting required of
local programs is done by local agency fiscal staff. Assuring that WIC
funds are used to fund WIC services is important. Use of WIC funds is
monitored as part of the WIC biennial review as described in 4215—Local
Program Monitoring and Review and 4320—Fiscal Review of Local
Programs.

USDA has strict criteria for food budget control. Managing WIC caseloads
to spend food money available is a complex responsibility, requiring close
management and cooperation between local and state WIC staff and
administration. *
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If you need this in large print or an alternate format,
please call (971) 673-0040.
WIC is an equal opportunity program and employer.
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