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Introduction 
By law, Oregon hospitals are required to report adolescent suicide attempts to the Oregon 
Public Health Division.  These reports are used to: 

1. Estimate the magnitude of suicide attempts among Oregon adolescents and monitor 
possible increases, decreases and trends. 

2. Understand factors associated with suicide and suicide attempts among adolescents.   
3. Increase public awareness and develop programs that support suicide prevention.   

This document outlines the definitions and procedures that should be used for reporting. 
 
Who Reports 

• Those providing health care in Oregon hospitals must report cases of suicide attempts 
by patients <18 years of age to the Center for Health Statistics by the 15th of the month 
following the suicide attempt.   

• Emergency Department Admissions: 
o Social workers or behavioral health specialists should fill out the form.   
o In hospitals without these positions, the primary physician or nurse should fill out 

the form. 
• Transfers to inpatient units or other facilities: 

o Social workers or behavioral health specialists should fill out the form. 
o In hospitals without these positions, the primary physician or nurse should fill out 

the form.  
o If none of the above can fill out the form, another staff member working with the 

patient should complete the form. 
o When circumstances of the patient are such that history is unobtainable, the form 

should be sent with the patient to the next facility or inpatient unit. 
 
What is Reported 

• Suicide attempts can be difficult to distinguish from other self-harming behaviors where 
there is no intent to die. Therefore, any patient <18 years presenting to an Oregon 
hospital for treatment resulting from suicidal ideation or an act of self-harm should have 
the “Adolescent Suicide Attempt Report” (ASAR) completed by the appropriate 
personnel (see above). 

• Each patient for whom an ASAR form is filed should be asked whether or not they had 
any intent to die while engaging in the act of self-harm.  Did they understand the level of 
lethality of their behavior?     

 
Case Definitions and Diagnosis 
The following classification system of self-harming behavior should be used when reporting 
cases to ASADS:  
• Self-harm ideation without a specific plan:  individual has been thinking or talking about 

harming him/herself.  He/she does not have a specific plan of attempt. 
• Self-harm ideation with a specific plan:  individual has been thinking or talking about a 

specific plan to harm him/herself; however, he/she has not acted on that plan. 
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• Self-harm act not resulting in injury or poisoning:  A patient acts in such a way that 
he/she intends to harm him/herself.  However, the act is either not completed, or simply 
does not result in an injury or poisoning.  

• Self-harm act resulting in injury or poisoning:  A patient acts in such a way that he/she 
intends to harm him/herself.  The act results in an injury or poisoning. 

• Suicidal Intent:  Any level of intent to die 
 
Procedure for Reporting 

• Once the form has been completed, each hospital can determine a procedure for the 
collection, processing and mailing of this form. 

• If there are no cases of adolescent self-harm to be reported, an “Adolescent Suicide 
Attempt Report, Zero Attempts” form should be filled out and sent to the Oregon Public 
Health Division each month that there are no cases. 

• Completed forms should be faxed to: 971-673-0990. Fax is confidential and secure. 
 
Follow-Up Responsibilities 

• Hospital Emergency Department social workers/behavioral health specialists, or 
physicians/primary nurses in areas without a social worker, should provide patients and 
parents with information and referral to inpatient/outpatient community resources.   

• The Oregon Public Health Division, Injury Prevention and Epidemiology Program enters 
all data into an ASADS database for analysis and dissemination, and archives all paper 
data for storage.   
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Oregon Revised Statutes 441.750, Suicide attempts by minors:  referral, report, 
disclosure of information, limitation of liability. 
 
(1) Any hospital which treats as a patient a person under 18 years of age because the person 
has attempted to commit suicide: 

(a) Shall cause that person to be provided with information and referral to in-patient or 
outpatient community resources, crisis intervention or other appropriate intervention by the 
patient's attending physician, hospital social work staff or other appropriate staff. 

 (b) Shall report statistical information to the Department of Human Services about the 
person described in this subsection but is not required to report the name of the person. 
(2) Any disclosure authorized by this section or any unauthorized disclosure of information or 
communications made privileged and confidential by this section shall not in any way abridge or 
destroy the confidential or privileged character thereof except for the purposes for which any 
authorized disclosure is made. Any person making a disclosure authorized by this section shall 
not be liable therefore, notwithstanding any contrary provisions of law. 
(3) No physician, hospital or hospital employee shall be held criminally or civilly liable for action 
pursuant to this section, provided the physician, hospital or hospital employee acts in good faith 
on probable cause and without malice. [1987 c.189 §1] 
  
441.755 Report form contents: 
(1) The Department of Human Services shall prescribe a form to be used by hospitals to make 
the report required by ORS 441.750 (1)(b) and shall prescribe the frequency of such reports. 
(2) The report form may include the name of the hospital reporting, the date of birth, race and 
sex of person described in subsection (1) of this section, the suicide method used by the person 
and known prior attempts in the past 12 months. 
(3) The department shall compile the results from the reports and report the results to the public. 
[1987 c.189 §2] 
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