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Purpose and Background 

In Oregon and across the nation, there has been a dramatic increase in overdose deaths and hospitalizations due to 
prescription opioid pain medications. Since 2000, a steep increase in prescribing opioids for pain has paralleled this 
increase in deaths and hospitalizations.  
 
This charter establishes the Oregon Opioid Prescribing Guidelines Task Force. The task force will build on the CDC 
Guideline for Prescribing Opioids for Chronic Pain to develop statewide opioid prescribing guidelines, with an initial 
focus on recommendations for clinicians who are prescribing opioids for pain outside of active cancer treatment, 
palliative care, and end-of-life care.  
 
This effort will support Oregon’s initiative to address the epidemic of opioid use, misuse, and overdose by 
optimizing care, improving patient safety, and providing a consistent framework for endorsement and 
implementation at the local level.    
 
Task Force end date: 12/16/2016 

Scope 

Specific areas that the Oregon Opioid Guidelines Task Force will address include: 
1. Recommendations for clinicians who are prescribing opioids for pain outside of active cancer treatment, 

palliative care, and end-of-life care 
2. Recommendations for adopting guidelines with specific patient populations, including legacy patients and 

other high MED patients  
3. Dissemination and communication planning 
4. Implementation across various providers and settings 

Authority 

The Oregon Health Authority, Public Health Division’s mission is “Promoting health and preventing the leading 
causes of death, disease and injury in Oregon.” Working to reduce deaths, hospitalizations, and emergency 
department visits related to drug overdose is in alignment with this mission.  

Membership/ Decision-making 

The Opioid Prescribing Guidelines Task Force will include members representing the following affiliations:  
Executive sponsors 
OHA Public Health Division State Epidemiologist and State Health Officer: Katrina Hedberg, MD, MPH 
OHA Chief Medical Officer: Jim Rickards, MD  
Members 
American College of Emergency Medicine, Oregon Chapter: Michael Henstrom, MD, FACEP 
American College of Physicians - Oregon Chapter: Thomas Cooney, MD, MACP 
American Society of Addiction Medicine, Oregon Chapter: Karen Weisman, MD 
Co-author, CDC Guideline for Prescribing Opioids for Chronic Pain: Roger Chou, MD 
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Co-author, OHSU Guideline for Safe Chronic Opioid Therapy Prescribing for Patients with Chronic Non-Cancer Pain: 
Melissa Weimer, DO, MCR 
Federally Qualified Health Center, Central City Concern: Rachel Solotaroff, MD 
Federally Qualified Health Center, Clackamas Health Centers: Andrew Suchocki, MD, MPH 
Local Public Health Authority, Jackson County: Jim Shames, MD 
Local Public Health Authority, Multnomah County: Paul Lewis, MD, MPH 
Medical Directors, Coordinated Care Organizations: David Labby, MD 
Medical Directors, Coordinated Care Organizations: Kevin Ewanchyna, MD  
Medical Directors, Coordinated Care Organizations: Anna Stern, MD 
Oregon Academy of Family Physicians: Kerry Gonzales   
Oregon Association of Hospitals and Health Systems: Barbara Wade, MS, BSN, RN, CPHQ 
Oregon Association of Hospitals and Health Systems: Lee Milligan, MD 
Oregon Association of Hospitals and Health Systems: Tim Herrmann, RN 
Oregon Board of Dentistry: Stephen Prisby 
Oregon Board of Naturopathic Medicine: Charles Wiggins, JD, LLM 
Oregon Board of Pharmacy: Marcus Watt, RPh 
Oregon Coalition for Responsible Use of Medications (OrCRM): Dwight Holton, JD 
Oregon Health Leadership Council: Susan Kirchoff, MBA 
Oregon Medical Association: Andris Antoniskis, MD 
Oregon Medical Board: Joe Thaler, MD 
Oregon Nurses Association: Larlene Dunsmuir, DNP, FNP, ANP-C 
Oregon Oral Health Coalition: Gary Allen, DMD, MS 
Oregon Pain Management Commission: Catriona Buist, PsyD 
Oregon Primary Care Association: Irma Murauskas, MPH 
Oregon State Pharmacy Association: Joshua Free, PharmD, MBA 
Oregon Workers’ Compensation Division: Juerg Kunz 
Pharmacy Directors, Coordinated Care Organizations: Caryn Mickelson, PharmD 
Portland Area Indian Health Service (IHS): Thomas Weiser, MD 
Regional opioids task force, Central Oregon Pain Standards Task Force: Kim Swanson, PhD 
Regional opioids task force, Portland Tri-County Prescription Opioid Safety Coalition: Amit Shah, MD 
VA Portland Health Care System: Steven Dobscha, MD 
 
Decision-making will be by consensus when possible. If consensus cannot be reached, a vote of members will be 
taken and the results will be recorded, along with statements of concurrence or disagreement if necessary.   

Deliverables/Outputs – Reports/Metrics 

Task Force discussions and recommendations will be documented in meeting summaries. The task force will 
produce a summary document of the Oregon Opioid Prescribing Guidelines, with specific recommendations for 
providers.   

Meeting/Meeting Support 

Oregon Health Authority employees will staff this Task Force. Meetings will adhere to public meeting policies and 
procedures. Meeting materials (agendas, minutes) will be available at the OHA opioids website: 
healthoregon.org/opioids 

 

http://public.health.oregon.gov/PreventionWellness/SubstanceUse/Opioids/Pages/index.aspx

