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Laws on Underage Tobacco Sales

PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION 

*ORS: Oregon Revised Statute 

Endangering the welfare of a minor
ORS* 163.575

A person commits this crime if he or she  
knowingly distributes, sells or allows to be  
sold to a person under 18 years old:  

• Tobacco in any form; or

• An inhalant delivery system, as defined  
in ORS 431A.175. 

Posting signs about selling  
tobacco, inhalant delivery systems  
or smoking devices
ORS* 163.580, ORS 431A.175

A person selling tobacco, inhalant delivery 
systems or smoking devices must display a  
sign clearly stating that these products cannot 
be sold to persons under 18 years of age.

Random inspections of tobacco  
product sellers 
ORS* 431A.183

The Oregon Health Authority and law 
enforcement agencies conduct random, 
unannounced inspections of wholesalers  
and retailers of tobacco products or inhalant  
delivery systems to ensure compliance with  
laws relating to sales of tobacco or inhalant 
delivery systems to minors.

 

Distribution and sale of tobacco 
products; posting a notice
ORS* 431A.175

It is unlawful to:

• Distribute free tobacco products to  
persons under 18 years of age as part  
of a marketing strategy;

• Fail to post a notice that it is unlawful 
to sell tobacco products or inhalant 
delivery systems to persons under 18 
years of age. This notice must be clearly 
visible to the seller and the purchaser 
of tobacco products or inhalant delivery 
systems; 

• Sell cigarettes in any form other than  
a sealed package.

Locating tobacco products in a  
retail store
ORS* 167.407

Tobacco or inhalant delivery systems may 
not be in a location in the store where they 
are accessible by store customers without 
assistance by a store employee, unless  
persons younger than age 18 are prohibited 
from the establishment.

Would you like more information about the laws against selling tobacco and vaping products to minors? EMAIL: Tobacco.Inspections@state.or.us ?
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