
 

Tobacco use during pregnancy 

Women who smoke during and after pregnancy put their babies at risk of long-lasting, 
irreversible health problems, including pre-term delivery, low birth weight, developmental 
delay, respiratory diseases such as bronchitis and asthma, decreased ability to breastfeed, and 
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS).  Oregon’s rate of smoking during pregnancy has 
always been above the national average.  An estimated 4,795 infants in Oregon were born in 
2011 to mothers who used tobacco during pregnancy, resulting in an estimated $1.9 million 
in extra health costs.  
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Smoking during pregnancy by mother's age, Oregon 2008 through 2012

Mother's age 2008
Prevalence (%)

2009
Prevalence (%)

2010
Prevalence (%)

2011
Prevalence (%)

2012
Prevalence (%)

Less than 18 years old 15.7 12.8 12.3 13.2 13.9

18-19 years old 20.9 20.0 20.8 19.5 19.2

20-24 years old 17.9 18.1 18.5 17.7 18.6

25-29 years old 11.5 11.0 11.4 10.6 10.2

30 years old and older 6.3 6.0 5.9 6.0 5.7

Overall 11.8 11.3 11.3 10.7 10.6

Data source:
Oregon Birth Certificate Statistical File, accessed via the Oregon Public Health Assessment Tool (OPHAT)



Smoking during pregnancy by mother's education, Oregon 2008 through 2012
Mother's highest level of education 
completed

2008
Prevalence (%)

2009
Prevalence (%)

2010
Prevalence (%)

2011
Prevalence (%)

2012
Prevalence (%)

Did not graduate high school 17.6 17.1 17.2 17.1 18.0

High school graduate or GED 19.6 18.8 19.1 17.5 18.0

Some college 11.6 12.0 12.1 12.5 11.7

College graduate 2.0 1.9 2.2 1.9 2.0

Data source:

Oregon Birth Certificate Statistical File, accessed via the Oregon Public Health Assessment Tool (OPHAT)
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Smoking during pregnancy by mother's primary race and ethnicity, Oregon 2008 through 2012

Mother's Single Race/Ethnicity
2008

Prevalence (%)
2009

Prevalence (%)
2010

Prevalence (%)
2011

Prevalence (%)
2012

Prevalence (%)

African American, non‐Latina 14.7 14.5 13.7 12.2 11.5

American Indian and Alaska Native, non‐Latina 21.8 22.3 23.1 20.0 22.3

Asian / Pacific Islander, non‐Latina 3.2 3.0 2.9 2.7 1.7

Latina 3.4 3.2 3.8 3.0 3.5

White, non‐Latina 14.7 14.0 13.9 13.2 12.9

Notes:
• The mother's single race/ethnicity is computed by the Oregon Public Health Assessment Tool (OPHAT).

Data source:
Oregon Birth Certificate Statistical File, accessed via the Oregon Public Health Assessment Tool (OPHAT)
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Smoking during pregnancy by mother's method of payment for birth, Oregon 2008 through 2012

Mother's method of payment for 
birth

2008
Prevalence (%)

2009
Prevalence (%)

2010
Prevalence (%)

2011
Prevalence (%)

2012
Prevalence (%)

Medicaid / Oregon Health Plan 20.4 20.0 20.0 18.6 18.7

Private Insurance 5.3 4.5 4.3 3.7 3.6

Self-pay / Uninsured 12.7 9.8 7.3 7.5 7.1

Data source:
Oregon Birth Certificate Statistical File
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Smoking during pregnancy by Oregon county, 1992 through 2010

1992-1995 (%) 1996-1999 (%) 2000-2003 (%) 2004-2007 (%) 2008-2010 (%)

US 15.3 13.0 11.6 10.3 9.2

Oregon 18.9 15.9 12.7 12.2 11.5

Baker 24.3 27.5 23.8 26.3 29.5

Benton 11.4 10.4 7.7 7.2 8.3

Clackamas 16.2 14.5 12.0 10.3 9.9

Clatsop 26.1 25.0 20.5 20.0 18.8

Columbia 23.8 22.4 19.3 20.1 18.8

Coos 28.6 29.2 23.4 23.5 23.3

Crook 22.6 22.4 19.2 21.0 20.2

Curry 29.5 29.5 22.6 24.7 19.9

Deschutes 19.5 16.1 13.9 11.9 10.1

Douglas 25.7 24.9 23.3 25.1 25.6

Grant 19.3 22.3 14.2 13.0 15.5

Harney 20.9 19.6 22.0 17.8 14.6

Hood River 10.7 9.5 6.7 5.7 6.8

Jackson 14.6 17.0 15.3 15.0 14.6

Jefferson 19.9 15.8 13.3 11.2 11.9

Josephine 26.7 23.9 24.7 23.0 22.9

Klamath 25.2 23.7 20.1 20.5 19.4

Lake 25.1 23.3 19.6 22.3 20.4

Lane 18.8 16.8 12.1 14.9 13.8

Lincoln 32.1 28.2 23.1 21.6 23.3

Linn 23.7 23.5 20.9 19.6 18.6

Malheur 14.0 8.7 8.1 8.9 9.0

Marion 18.3 14.6 11.6 11.2 11.5

Morrow 15.1 12.6 13.2 13.3 10.6

Multnomah 21.2 15.9 12.3 10.6 8.3

North Central HD 19.8 20.4 17.9 17.7 16.5

Polk 16.1 15.1 12.1 13.4 12.2

Tillamook 27.9 22.3 17.7 19.7 18.0

Umatilla 18.4 15.7 13.3 14.5 12.3

Union 16.7 16.5 16.3 18.2 19.8

Wallowa 16.6 18.4 17.5 17.4 12.1

Washington 12.4 8.9 5.7 5.1 5.1

Wheeler * * * * *

Yamhill 18.6 16.0 13.8 12.3 12.9

Note:

* Wheeler County results are suppressed because they are statistically unreliable.

Data source:

Oregon Birth Certificate Statistical File, accessed via the Oregon Public Health Assessment Tool (OPHAT)
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Data sources:
Oregon: Oregon Birth Certificate Statistical File
United States: National Center for Health Statistics



Smoking during pregnancy, Oregon and U.S., 1993 through 2012
Year U.S. (%) Oregon (%)
1993 15.8 18.9

1994 14.6 18.2

1995 13.9 17.9

1996 13.6 17.8

1997 13.2 16.2

1998 12.9 15.2

1999 12.6 14.5

2000 12.2 13.5

2001 12.0 12.8

2002 11.4 12.6

2003 10.7 12.0

2004 10.2 12.6

2005 10.7 12.4

2006 10.0 12.3

2007 10.4 11.7

2008 9.7 11.8

2009 9.3 11.3

2010 9.2 11.3
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2011 10.7

2012 10.6

Data sources:
Oregon: Oregon Birth Certificate Statistical File
United States: National Center for Health Statistics
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Health care workers' advice about secondhand smoke, Oregon 2002 through 2011

Year

Advised during 

prenatal counseling or after birth (%)

2002 53

2003 55

2004 62

2005 52

2006 55

2007 56

2008 53

2009 59

2010 61

2011 58

Data source:

Oregon Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monitoring System (PRAMS)
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