
The Oregon Vaccines for Children 

(VFC) Program





Who can tell me:    What event led to the 

creation of the VFC Program in 1994?



The Birth of VFC

Measles Epidemic of 1989-1991

During the 1989-91 time 

period, more than 

53,000 cases occurred in 

815 separate outbreaks



California… 

16,400 reported cases

3,390 hospital admissions

75 deaths 

More than half of the patients 

were younger than 5 years; the 

highest incidence was among 

infants younger than 12 

months.
West J Med. 1993 Oct; 159(4): 455–464

The principal cause for 
the epidemic is failure 

to provide vaccine to 

vulnerable children on 

schedule..

JAMA. 1991;266(11):1547-1552. 
doi:10.1001/jama.1991.03470110093039



(VFC)

Vaccines for Children 

(VFC)

Public AND Private Clinics

• Federal entitlement program since 1994

• Birth through age 18

• Funding increases as need increases

• Supports patients in their medical home



VFC

83%

CHIP

8%

317

2%

BILLABLES

7%

Oregon Immunization Program 2016-17 Vaccine Budget

$55,453,593



(VFC)

Vaccines for Children 

(VFC)

Public AND Private Clinics

• Medicaid

• No Insurance

• American Indian

• Alaskan Native

• “Underinsured” (only in FQHC/RHC)



Public AND Private Clinics

• Children’s Health Insurance Plan

• At clinic level, looks just like Medicaid

• Allows coverage above Medicaid income

–State –

CHIP



Public Clinics ONLY

317

• Limited funding

• Used to expand access for adults 

– and some exceptions…





Interested in seeing your county's rates by census tract? 

Call the Oregon Immunization Program 

(971-673-0300) to make a request. 



Current Opportunities

(and Challenges)

• CAP on enrollment

• Meet those requirements!

• Everyone craves improvement (finally)

• Colleges

• Pharmacies

• Pertussis, HPV, Influenza

• YOU!



For More Information…

Mimi Luther

Vaccines for Children 

Provider Service Team Manager

lydia.m.luther@state.or.us


